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Brian Lyke, Mineola ISD 
graduate and former drum 
major, is using his experi-
ence and passion for march-
ing band to guide other 
ambitious young people to 
success on the field and in 
life.

Along with four other 
college students, Lyke has 
incorporated a nonprofit 
mentorship program, The 
Performers Among Us, to 
help students who are inter-
ested in enriching their lives 
through Drum Corps Inter-
national navigate the road 
from high school to college 
and beyond.

Lyke began band in mid-
dle school as many students 
do. By eighth grade, he rec-

ognized it as a major part 
of his life and says he made 
the decision then to be a 
band director one day.

In high school, Lyke start-
ed as a flute player and end-
ed as the drum major. As 
a junior in 2015, MISD ad-
vanced to state competition 
and earned third place. Un-
til then, the band had never 
made it to area finals.

“Until (director Chris) 
Brannan, MISD was decent, 
but when Brannan came, 
it became exceptional. He 
took the program to the 
next level,” says Lyke. 

Brannan’s leadership took 
Lyke to the next level, too, 
pushing him toward college 
band and wanting to be in 
Drum Corps International.

“The skills I learned play-
ing an instrument and lead-

ing my peers as drum major 
has made me who I am to-
day,” says Lyke.

Right after graduation, 
Lyke jumped into the Drum 
Corps world and fell in love 
with it. 

“DCI is band on steroids,” 
states Lyke in comparing 
Drum Corps Internation-
al to high school marching 
band. For nearly a half cen-
tury, Drum Corps Interna-
tional, Marching Music’s 
Major League™, has been 
the leader in producing 
events for the world’s most 
elite and exclusive march-
ing ensembles for student 
musicians and performers. 

DCI supports numerous 
programs around the globe 
while sanctioning partic-
ipating recognized drum 
corps, SoundSport® per-

formance ensembles and 
DrumLine Battle™ teams 
performing in more than 
100 competitive events that 
make up the annual Drum 
Corps International Tour.

Lyke is a member of 
Houston-based Guardians 
Drum & Bugle Corps where 
he is the head drum major. 
Once a month, he travels 
to Houston for a weekend 
gig. During the summer, 
the group lives in school 
gyms, learning a full show 
in three to four weeks. They 
then tour the country on 
charter buses and compete 
with other groups for two 
months.

When the summer com-
petitions are over, Lyke 
heads back to A&M Com-
merce just in time to start 
college summer band. He 

will graduate next fall with 
a degree in liberal studies 
with a concentration in fine 
arts administration. 

Among his many plans 
and the many opportuni-
ties available to him, Lyke 
intends to return to Mineola 
as a teacher and as a band 
consultant for small schools 
in the area. He will also stay 
involved in DCI to develop 
their future member leader-
ship and alumni participa-
tion. 

Lyke says that most of the 
people in Drum Corps are 
not music education majors, 
but they recognize the val-
ue it adds to their lives. Like 
him, they pay $4,000-$5,000 
out of pocket yearly to learn 
the beneficial skills that 

Former Mineola drum major forms non-profit to assist band students

Brian Lyke directing a drum corps 
performance. (Courtesy photo)

Some cases dismissed
against former sheriff 

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Former Wood County 
Sheriff James Brown got 
good news at the end of 
2019. On Dec. 31, in the 
402nd District Court, visit-
ing Judge Joe Clayton dis-
missed two felony abuse 
of official capacity charges 
filed against Brown in con-

nection with a shooting 
incident which happened 
adjacent to his property in 
November 2015.

The felony charges 
dropped were for abuse 
of official capacity. Brown 
must still face four misde-
meanor charges for official 
oppression.

Judge Clayton, who rep-
resented the 402nd Judicial 

District Court in this case, 
signed the order to dismiss 
prosecution against Brown 
on Dec. 31. In the order it 
says “Wherefore, the court 
having considered attorney 
pro tem’s motion to dismiss 
prosecution in the above-en-
titled and numbered case, 
said motion is herby grant-

County EDC gains new 
board members, director

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Several new members 
were on hand when the 
Wood County Economic 
Development Commission 
met last Thursday. Wood 
County Judge Lucy Hebron 
had previously named Tom 
Keenan as a new member 
and as the chairman of the 
board of directors.

Kennan took control of 

the meeting for the night. 
New members in atten-
dance were Rodney Kieke, 
Craig Lindholm, and Tom 
Callan. Other new mem-
bers named, but not there, 
were Greg Hollen and Tom-
my Brown. Current mem-
bers Allene Doggett and 
Joanne Wisdom were in 
attendance. Jarvis College 
representatives Gwendlyn 
Winters and Cynthia Stan-
sil and Alba representative 

Miste Davis did not attend.
Former board member 

Jim Berry was re-appointed 
and named to the interim 
executive director’s post by 
Hebron. Berry has experi-
ence with economic devel-
opment organizations and 
chambers of commerce in 
Texas and New Mexico.   

“Tom (Keenan) has gen-
erously agreed to lend his 

Members of the Broad Street Church of Christ in Mineola construct a wheelchair ramp for a Mineola resident last week. 
The team completed its 100th ramp this week in Yantis. (Monitor photo by Amanda Duncan)

Ramp builders complete 100th project
By AMANDA DUNCAN

news@wood.cm

Broad Street Church 
of Christ in Mineola has 
many service projects, and 
through its partnership 
with Texas Ramp Project 
(TRP) recently completed 
its 100th project.

For over three years, a vol-
unteer group of 15 members 
has been building wheel-
chair ramps for the elderly 
and disabled at no cost to 
them. They cover part of 
Rains County and share 
Wood County with the Ki-
wanis Club of Holly Lake.

The team built its 99th 
ramp Jan. 7 for a disabled 
Mineola resident, Betty Gas-
ca. She suffers from stiff-
limb syndrome in her legs 
and has recently been diag-
nosed with cervical cancer. 

After a visit from her 
home health nurse, an ap-
plication was submitted 
to the Texas Ramp Project 
on her behalf. Gasca point-
ed out that within a week, 
someone was at her home 
to measure for the ramp. 

Ten volunteers worked 
on Gasca’s ramp including 
Terry Miller, Richard Vis, 
Richard Graves, Bill Welsh, 
Mike Noell, Mike Barnett, 
Tim Timmons, Robert 
Hawley, Roger Lennon and 
Delton Gibson.

Amidst jokes and laugh-
ter, they made quick work 
of a hefty project. In only 
three hours, they built a 42-
foot long ramp and cleaned 
up.

Gasca was impressed 
with how quickly the team 
built her such a sturdy new 
home entry.

She confessed that she has 
wanted a ramp for a long 
time because it is often ag-
onizing to go up and down 
the stairs. The ramp greatly 
reduces her stress and gives 
her much more freedom.

“I have a whole new lease 
on life,” exclaimed Gasca as 
she admired her new ramp.

Bill Welsh has been with 
the Church of Christ TRP 
team since the beginning. 
He revealed that he enjoys 
the camaraderie and fel-
lowship while working and 

says it gives him great joy to 
help people who can’t get 
out of their homes. 

“At least 99 people have a 
better life now,” he said.

On Jan. 14 in Yantis, the 
group was building its 
100th ramp. They are also 
in the planning stages of a 
60-foot ramp, the longest 
they’ve done. Because it will 
be located in the flood plain 
of the Sabine River, they are 
still awaiting approval.

Since ministry leader 
Gene Strause began this 
specialized ministry at the 
church, they have built over 
2,722 feet of ramps, with an 
average of eight volunteers 
at a time, bringing their to-
tal man hours volunteered 
to 2,964. 

In addition to the vol-
unteers who worked on 
Gasca’s ramp, the ministry 
team also includes Wayne 
Williams who serves as 
record keeper and coordi-
nator, Becki Kelly, Brooks 
Rogers, Jay Sharp and Tony 
Morrison.

By SAM MAJOR
photos@wood.cm

Mineola High School 
musicians Ellery D’Angelo 
and Megan Holt qualified 
for the Association of Tex-
as Small School Bands all-
state band at area auditions 
Saturday in Tyler. This is 
Mineola’s first time having 
multiple all-state musicians 
in the same year.

A junior at MHS, D’Ange-
lo auditioned on B-flat clar-
inet to make state for her 
first time, while senior tenor 
trombonist Holt will return 
for a second year in a row.

They will travel to San 
Antonio to audition for 
chair placement on Feb. 12 
then join the best young 
musicians in Texas for two 
intense days of practice for 
a concert on Feb. 15 at the 
Lila Cockrell Theatre.

Along with D’Angelo and 

Holt, MHS was represented 
at area by Makayla Skinner 
and Esme Estrada on bass 
clarinet, Trinity Kolo on 
contra-bass clarinet, tenor 
saxophonist Riley Wood-
ard, french horn player Al-
ana Galaz and on euphoni-
um Lanie Yager. Quitman 

sent Angelina Rodriguez 
on bass clarinet and percus-
sionist Tristan Cheek, both 
QHS sophomores.

These students had previ-
ously qualified for area by 
placing in the top spots at 
region auditions.

Mineola HS pair qualifies for all-state band

Ellery D’Angelo, left, and Megan Holt, members of the Mineola High School 
band, have earned places in the all-state band. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)
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MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin. Bldg., 
Loop 564, 7 p.m. dependent on schedule changes
MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in November 
and December because of holidays.
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD - third 
Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 903-569-6183. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE – every other Saturday, 11 a.m., 
106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 769-4024.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Mineola Country 
Club.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 8:45 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 8:45 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Tuesday. 903-497-1162; Dominoes, cards, rummy cube.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD – Tuesday and Friday, 8 to 9 a.m. 
beginners, intermediate 9 a.m. to noon
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD – third Wednesday at 1 
p.m. and first and third Thursday at 10 a.m.  
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - first Thursday at 10 a.m.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; business 
meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
All levels welcome
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD – first and third Tuesday, 1 p.m. 
Business meeting second Monday at 10:30 a.m.
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provided. 
903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second Tuesday, 6 p.m. Mineola 

Civic Center. President Loraine Epps.
QUILTS OF VALOR group, Stitchin’ Angels, meet the last 
Wednesday of the month at 10:30 a.m., 1118 N. Pacific St., 
Mineola, to make quilts for service members and veterans.
QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except when on 
field trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangardenclub@gmail.
com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, Faith 
Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN LIONS CLUB - For meeting time and place call 903-
763-4126.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., UT Health 
Quitman board room. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thursday, noon, UT Health Quit-
man Community Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; city hall.
QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – third Monday, 6 p.m. Adminis-
tration Building.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third Monday, 
11:30 a.m., Caroll Green Civic Center, Quitman.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAWKINS - 
fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets third 
Friday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Richie’s Café in Winnsboro. 
903-253-3635.

TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley chapter, 
Tuesdays on Mercy Ships campus, noon to 1 p.m. Call ahead 
for room details 903-939-7000 or gvtn@mercyships.org.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - meet-
ings are held quarterly, 5:30 p.m. on a Thursday to be deter-
mined at the Wood County Airport board room.
UT HEALTH QUITMAN - needs volunteers. Great opportunity 
to meet people while helping your community. Contact Beverly 
Haynes, 713-447-6903.
VFW AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Recruiting new 
members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke every 
Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903.967.7488, e-mail kayoung.
wdp2001@gmail.com
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meeting, Mon-
day, 2 p.m., Wood County Extension Office.
WOOD COUNTY AGGIE MOMS - 1st Monday, 6 p.m. at 
Speakeasy in Quitman (except January, June, July, August), 
903-539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, third 
Thursday, 8 a.m., appraisal district office. Open to the public.

WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS – 
garden workday each Wednesday 9 a.m. to noon, all levels of 
experience welcome. Come at 8:45 a.m. in the kitchen of the 
Stinson House for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg Pkwy, Quitman – the 
two-story white house behind the pavilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. in the UT Health Quitman hospital board 
room (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every other 
Tuesday, Courthouse, Quitman, 10 a.m. 903-763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., depending exceptions. Wood County 
Justice Center courtroom. The public is invited. 903-569-3711
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, Quit-
man Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. www.woodcountydem.org 936-
635-4656
WOOD COUNTY EXPLORERS – first Monday, 6 p.m., Armed 
Texans facility.
WOOD COUNTY TX GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third Mon-
day, January through May and September through November, 
7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger Community Room. 
For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
WOOD COUNTY PREC. 2 CONSTABLE EXPLORERS – first 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 369 CR 
2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSOCI-
ATION - third Monday, Sept.-Dec. and Feb.-April, 2 p.m. and in 
May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity Center, 402 S. Main St., 
Quitman. All retired school personnel are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m., school 
cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 p.m., 
Yantis Community Center.

Listings alternated on a weekly basis

Bowser Hill

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

For the first time in many 
years, Precinct One Consta-
ble Stephen Bowser has an 
opponent, Wood County 
Sergeant Billy Hill, in the 
March 3 Republican prima-
ry.

After holding the office 
for 20 years, Bowser is vy-
ing for his sixth term. 

Bowser has served in law 
enforcement for 31 years. 
He began his career as a pa-
trol officer with the Wood 
County Sheriff’s Office for 
four years. He transferred 
to the Mineola Police De-
partment for four years. 
After a short stint in Alba, 
Bowser served as Como po-
lice chief.

In 2001, he took office as 
constable of Precinct One 

and has diligently 
served since, filling 
in the gaps wher-
ever needed. Ear-
ly every morning, 
he is patrolling his 
precinct to ensure 
the safety of store 
owners and resi-
dents as they go 
to work. At night 
and during tourna-
ments, he patrols Lake Fork.

Bowser holds a masters 
peace officer license and a 
firearms instructor and gen-
eral instructor’s license. He 
is specialized in court secu-
rity and teaches the class on 
a local and national level. 
He also teaches at the Texas 
Justice Court Training Cen-
ter.

He is a member of Tex-
as Justice of the Peace and 

Constables Asso-
ciation, and is the 
immediate past 
president of the 
East Texas Justice 
of the Peace and 
Constables Associ-
ation.

He is serving on 
the board of the 
National Consta-
bles and Marshals 

Association. 
Bowser has been a Wood 

County resident for over 35 
years. Before beginning his 
law enforcement career, he 
and his wife toured world-
wide with a music ministry 
for 10 years and had an up-
holstery business in Quit-
man.

He has been married to 
his wife, Robin, for 45 years. 
They have one daughter 

and two grand-
children. They are 
active members of 
Living Waters Fel-
lowship in Quit-
man.

Billy Hill is a life-
long resident of 
Wood County and 
the fifth genera-
tion of his family 
to live in Alba. He 
graduated from Alba-Gold-
en in 2008 and worked in 
the oil and gas industry for 
four years. He was also a 
volunteer of the Alba Vol-
unteer Fire Department for 
nine years.

Hill came home and be-
gan working for Wood 
County Precinct Two Road 
and Bridge Department. 
While employed, he attend-
ed East Texas Police Acade-

my in Quitman. 
During his train-

ing at the police 
academy, Hill 
changed depart-
ments and start-
ed working at the 
Wood County jail 
as a corrections of-
ficer.

Upon graduat-
ing from the East 

Texas Police Academy, Hill 
continued to be of service in 
his community at the Wood 
County Sheriff’s Office 
where he has remained for 
four years.

During his first two years 
at the WCSO as a patrol 
deputy, he was involved 
in assault cases, family vi-
olence cases and multiple 
drug arrests. 

Hill has held the position 

of sergeant investigator for 
two years and has solved 
theft cases, been part of 
drug arrests and has ob-
tained multiple felony ar-
rest warrants.

He holds a Texas police of-
ficer license, a marine safe-
ty officer certification, an 
active shooter certification, 
and a patrol rifle and taser 
certification through Texas 
State University Advanced 
Law Enforcement Rapid 
Response Training (ALER-
RT). Hill is also a field train-
ing officer and is trained in 
interview techniques.   

Hill and his wife, Brittainy 
Dinese, have been married 
for eight years and have 
two children. They attend 
Cottonwood Assembly of 
God Church in Golden.

Two seeking Precinct One constable nomination in GOP primary March 3

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

“Nothing travels faster 
than the speed of light, with 
the possible exception of 
bad news, which obeys its 
own special laws.” - Doug-
las Larson.

Recently, www.nursing-
homesabuseadvocate.com 
published an article on its 
website with the headline, 
“Wood Memorial Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter; facility failed to protect 
each resident from all types 
of abuse such as physical, 
mental, sexual abuse, physi-
cal punishment, and neglect 
by anybody.” 

The website states, “Resi-
dent became unresponsive 
and drooling at nursing sta-
tion; CPR not initiated; pro-
nounced dead at facility.” 
The website goes on to site 
state findings and a Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services state report that 
were incomplete. 

An area TV station repeat-
ed the news on their website 
Jan. 8 with a link embedded 
in the story to take readers 
back to Nursing Homes 
Abuse Advocate. The next 
day, a local radio station re-
peated the news.

However, there is more to 
the story. The state survey 
being sited was from an in-
cident that occurred on, and 
was dated for, May 25, 2018.

According to the director 
of nurses at Wood County 
Memorial Nursing Facility 
in Mineola, the long-term 
resident was never abused, 
neglected or left alone. The 

staff did everything they 
could do.

The resident in question 
had finished her evening 
meal and was taken to the 
nursing station. She was 
often placed in her chair 
beside the nursing station 
because, even though she 
was too weak to stand, she 
would try to get out of her 
chair and walk. 

Only minutes later, a 
nurse noticed that she was 
drooling and asked an aide 
to wipe her mouth. When 
she did, the resident did not 
respond and looked to be 
falling asleep. 

A nurse and an aide took 
the resident to her room 
and moved her to the bed. 
At that time, feeling that 
something wasn’t right, the 
nurse asked the aide to go 
get the other nurse. The two 
of them assessed the pa-
tient. The nurse noticed the 
resident’s blood beginning 
to pool and attempted to 
start CPR. The resident did 
not respond. 

“When your blood pools, 
it pools quickly. Her blood 
was already starting to 
pool. The nurse did a cir-
cle rub and attempted CPR. 
The woman did not re-
spond. They found out that 
she was a full code. How-
ever, her blood had already 
pooled and they couldn’t 
get her head to move back 
to administer CPR. The 
nurse called me and I came 
up here. I called the family 
and the doctor. The doctor 
said to call the justice of 
the peace. The JP said that 
if two RNs pronounce her 

expired, she is expired. The 
doctor said that if the JP 
says she is expired, she is 
expired. I contacted every-
one who needed to be con-
tacted, even a state survey-
or,” disclosed the director 
of nurses in regard to the 
steps taken the day of the 
occurrence.

At the time of the incident, 
the nurse had to go to the 
nurses station to determine 
if the patient was full code, 
meaning to take all mea-
sures necessary, or DNR, 
meaning do not resuscitate.

Administrator Lavonia 
Stone said she realized 
this took precious seconds 
away. 

That day, she put steps 
in place to correct the situ-
ation. There is now a sys-
tem that tells nurses im-
mediately upon entering a 
room whether the patient 
is full code or DNR. Also as 
part of the correction, every 
nurse in the facility is CPR 
certified. 

“On that day, I only had 
one nurse that was not cer-
tified and she was done 
by that evening. The ones 
that were certified had to 
go back through the class. 
Many of the aides have 
gone above and beyond to 
get certified too,” added the 
director of nurses. 

“We put the system in 
place the day all of this hap-
pened, and the state survey-
ors were satisfied with it 
and left the building,” states 
Stone.

The nursing facility has 
been deficiency free since 
the incident in May 2018.

“We have had none relat-
ed to anything of this na-
ture,” reiterates Stone.

Later in 2018, a survey 
was completed showing no 
deficiencies and in 2019, the 
annual survey listed no de-
ficiencies as well. The nurs-
ing facility has also done 
several self-reports within 
the past two years.

According to the director 
of nurses, the facility is not 
understaffed. Recently she 
has hired more registered 
nurses.

At any given time, there 
are four nurses, three med-
icine aides, a shower aide, 
a treatment nurse and six 
certified nursing assistants 
on the floor. The nursing 
facility also has a director 
of nurses who is always on 
call, an assistant director of 
nurses and two minimum 
data set nurses. 

They have daily visits 
from local doctors includ-
ing a psychologist, a wound 
care doctor and nurse prac-
titioners. A contracted ther-
apy department also comes 
in daily.

Wood County Memorial 
is preparing for its next in-
spection and state survey. 
The nursing facility is in its 
“open window” time frame 
and the surveyors may 
come unannounced any 
time. 

During the survey, if ev-
erything is not up to state 
code, the surveyors will not 
leave the building until a 
plan of correction is done 
and accepted.

Commissioners approve 
organizational chart over 
county judge’s objection

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Over the objection of 
Wood County Judge Lucy 
Hebron, Wood County 
Commissioners voted in sol-
idarity to approve a county 
organizational chart.  It was 
4-1 final vote with Judge 
Hebron dissenting. 

Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Jerry Gaskill had the chart 
put on the agenda. Gaskill 
explained his motivation. 
“This is pretty much an up-
date. Over the years we have 
created new positions and 
this hasn’t been updated 
in a long time. I was on the 
court when we created the 
human resources depart-
ment which used to be un-
der the treasurer’s depart-
ment, and we created the 
elections department which 
used to be under the coun-
ty clerk,” Gaskill explained. 
“Over the years all that is 
shown on this chart kind 
of got confused. In the past, 

we would just ask, Com-
missioner Gaskill could 
you take care of buildings 
and grounds. I did that for 
two years. Jerry Galloway 
and Commissioner Shipp 
(Roy) were over the IT. We 
just need an update as far as 
our courthouse security. We 
thought it would be under 
the district judge but found 
out it is under the sheriff.

“In saying all this I just 
wanted to clarify the orga-
nizational chart back the 
way it is supposed to be. 
Over the years, without see-
ing an organizational chart, 
you don’t really know who 
is under who. To get back 
to the bottom line, this chart 
shows what’s under the 
commissioner’s court so 
any big or final decisions 
will be made by the whole 
court.”

Judge Hebron respond-
ed to Gaskill. “Before you 
make that motion, if I could 

Issues publicized against nursing home 
dated from 2018 and had been resolved

Letters to the editor are opin-
ions expressed by the writers and 
in no way reflect opinions or poli-
cies of this paper. Publication of a 
letter does not necessarily mean 
the facts have been confirmed.

Letters must be signed, accom-
panied with a telephone number 
for verification and be no more 
than 350 words long. One letter 
per writer per topic will be accept-
ed.

The Monitor does not accept let-
ters of endorsement for or against 

political candidates. Letters of a 
political nature will not be accept-
ed for the last edition prior to the 
election as well.

Letters should not be personal 
attacks and must not be libelous. 
The newspaper has editorial dis-
cretion on publishing as well as 
editing letters.

Submit letters to the editor to 
editor@woodcountymonitor.com 
or by mail to one of our offices 
(see staff box at bottom of page 
two).

Letters Policy

See COUNTY, Page 10A
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FOR 402ND DISTRICT JUDGE
Political Advertisement paid for by Jeff Fletcher for District Judge

Republican
Endorsed by State Senator Bryan Hughes
“Judge Jeff Fletcher is a principled, proven, experienced and highly qualified District Judge.
A 5th genera�on resident of Wood County, Judge Fletcher understands that due process
and the rule of law are the cornerstones of our republic. In 2018, Judge Fletcher was
honored to be one of thirteen judges in the state appointed to serve on the Board
of Directors for the Texas Center for the Judiciary. Judge Fletcher’s extensive trial
experience in criminal, family and civil law as a prac�cing a�orney prior to his
elec�on in 2016, and having presided over more than 2,500 cases thus far
as District Judge, make him the obvious choice to con�nue his service
for another term as our Wood County District Judge.

D. Bryan Hughes, Esq.
State Senator, District 1

“

Filing period underway for cities, schools
By LARRY TUCKER

editor@wood.cm

Local elections to choose 
city councils and school 
board members will be held 
May 2.

In Mineola the school 
board seats held by John 
Abbott and Kyle Gulley are 
up for election for three-
year terms.

In the Mineola city race 
there are three seats avail-
able. Incumbents are Sue 
Jones, Ward 1; Layne Lank-
ford, Ward 2; and Novada 

Bigham, Ward 3.
In the Quitman ISD elec-

tion there are two seats 
available which are held by 
Jane Herring and Raymond 
Peek. The term is for three 
years.

Quitman city council will 
have three alderman slots 
open. They are held by Su-
san Resnik, J.R, Evans and 
Jack Robinson. 

In Alba, the city election 
has three spots to fill. In-
cumbents are Robert Krae-
mer, Larry Jones and Tam-
my Kirkpatrick.

In the Alba-Golden school 
board election there are 
three full terms and a one-
year unexpired term. In-
cumbents are Jason Stovall, 
Johnny Teel and Jackie Sta-
ley with the one-year term 
occupied by Grant Sadler 
who had been appointed to 
fill the seat of Joe Carr. 

In the Yantis ISD school 
board race there are two 
spots open. They are held 
by Melissa Stephens and 
Jennifer McKeever. They 
are for three-year terms.

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

Two households in Alba 
have wracked up more than 
$4,000 in fines for loose 
dogs, but that does not seem 
to have curbed the problem.

Brenda McAninch, who 
said she has been dealing 
with neighbors’ loose dogs 
for the 16 years she has lived 
on Hopkins St., said the is-
sue became more serious 
when one of her daughter’s 
show goats was killed by 
a loose dog in their fenced 
back yard on Dec. 7.

“It seems to not make a 
difference,” she said of the 
fines while appearing be-
fore the Alba City Council 
Jan. 6.

Police Chief Tim Koonce 
said he has talked to the 
municipal judge about the 
matter. Under the city ordi-
nance, violators of the leash 
law can be fined $200. If 
they bite someone, the chief 
can then order them to be 
removed.

Koonce said that he has 
had two removed, one for 
biting someone and another 
for the goat incident.

But it appears that the 
dogs are always replaced 
with others, he said.

City council members 
agreed that the city attor-
ney should be contacted to 
see if there are ways to beef 
up the leash law so that re-
peat offenses might result in 
harsher penalties.

Mayor Sonny Hass, who 
also lives nearby, described 
the loose dog issue as “go-
ing on forever.”

Koonce said the fines go 
back to 2013.

The dogs appear to be 
well-taken care of, he said.

Alba neighborhood has loose dog issue

RAMPS From page 1

MARCH From page 1

competitive band teaches 
and to network with other 
like-minded people.

Lyke wants other students 
to have the opportunity he’s 
had, but recognizes that 
many simply don’t have 
enough information on 
what’s available to them or 
the funds to get involved.

“Mineola produces a lot 
of quality musicians. I want 
to bring in more Mineola 
people to Drum Corps,” he 
says.

The Performers Among 

Us, the nonprofit Lyke has 
helped create, will men-
tor students on how to 
get scholarships, audition 
for music school, network 
with college professors and 
much more. 

At the end of the initial 
mentorship program, they 
want to help students get 
the Drum Corps experience, 
where they believe students 
will develop important life 
skills by teaching them how 
to fundraise. Additionally, 
The Performers Among Us 
plans to match those fund-
raising dollars.

After a student’s first 
summer in Drum Corps, the 
student’s mentor will de-

brief them and show them 
how to use the skills they’ve 
developed for college or 
their career.

“No matter their back-
ground or where they come 
from, we want to help them 
represent their school and 
town in the highest level of 
music community which is 
Drum Corps,” he said.

To learn more about The 
Performers Among Us and 
to get an application for 
the program, go to www.
theperformersamongus.
com. Follow the organi-
zation on social media 
at www.facebook.com/
theperformersamongus. 

Texas Ramp Project is 
a volunteer-staffed 501c3 
nonprofit, nondenomina-
tional, nongovernmental 
organization. Since getting 
established in June 2006, 
the project has expanded to 
36 Texas regions, and over 
17,700 ramps have been 
built.

TRP does not accept di-

rect referrals from clients 
or families. Referrals must 
come from third party 
health care providers via 
www.texasramps.org.  The 
online referral form is sent 
to a region coordinator who 
then sends a trained survey-
or to the client’s home. 

The surveyor designs the 
ramp based on ADA stan-
dards of one foot slope for 
every inch of elevation. It 
must also be 48” wide, have 
3 1/2” kick boards, have 
handrails to prevent tipping 

and be built with pressure 
treated lumber.

Texas Ramp Project pro-
vides all the money needed 
for building supplies. Broad 
Street Church of Christ gets 
its supplies locally from 
Higginbotham Brothers 
which also gives them a dis-
count and delivers the sup-
plies for free.

A volunteer construction 
crew led by a trained leader 
implements the ramp de-
sign, and the ramp is usual-
ly built in one day.

Broad Street Church of Christ built its 99th ramp through Texas Ramp Program for Betty Gasca, a disabled Mineola 
resident. Gasca exclaims that she has a new lease on life now that she can safely get in and out of her home. (Monitor 
photo by Amanda Duncan)

Kayla Munger 
(right) signs up 
at the Quitman 

Garden Club 
booth at the 

Senior Schol-
arship Night at 

Lake Fork Baptist 
Church. Garden 

club member 
Jan Whitlock 

(seated) was on 
hand to answer 

questions and 
sign up students. 

(Monitor photo 
by Larry Tucker)
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MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

Stop by the library and 
check out one or more of 
the nearly 2,000 movies and 
celebrate National Popcorn 
Day on Jan. 19. Visit the 
library’s online catalog at 
http://quitman.biblionix.
com/catalog to see what is 
new.  

QPL Story Time meets 
each Wednesday at 2 p.m. 
Terri Bennett plans an 
educational hour filled with 
stories, crafts and plenty 
of fun. The Story Times for 
January will be about “Show 
and Tell,” so bring something 
awesome to share. The 
program is designed for 
young readers and home-
schooled students. Call 903-
763-BOOK (2665). Special 
thanks to Peoples Telephone 
for funding and sponsorship 
of this year’s crafts and 
activities.

The 2nd Friday Acoustic 
Jam is Friday, Feb. 14 from 
6-9 p.m. in the Shamburger 
Community Room. It will 
be a special night dedicated 
to romantic music and love 
songs with treats provided 
by the Friends of the Library. 
Musicians of all ages and 
musical levels are invited 
to join in with acoustical 
instruments only. Beginners 
are welcome to come early to 
workshop at 5 p.m. Listeners 

are always 
w e l c o m e 
at this 
free event. 
C o n t a c t 
E u g e n e 
Allen at 

903-975-5745.
Friends of the Quitman 

Public Library invite 
everyone to its next 
meeting Tuesday, Feb. 11 
at noon in the Shamburger 
Community Room. Special 
guest will be local author 
and columnist, John Moore, 
who will discuss his writing. 
Friends is an active group of 
volunteers dedicated to the 
growth and improvement of 
the library. 

Wood County TX 
Genealogical Society meets 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 
17. The group meets at one 
of the local restaurants 
for fellowship prior to the 
meeting, and anyone is 
welcome to attend. Contact 
David Gilbreath at 972-977-
7988 for details.

Rebekah Yeager and 
Virginia Hoffpauir invite 
students of all ages and 
skill levels to bring their 
own supplies and join the 
Quitman Knitter’s Group 
for free instruction each 
Thursday, 2-4 p.m. in the 
library’s front lobby area.

Adult GED support 
services are available 
for students who have 
registered online at www.
ged.com. Assistance in 
reading/writing skills 
and math is available in 
the public computer area 
on Tuesdays and Fridays 
during library hours. 

In the lobby showcase 
during the month of January 
is a display titled “Examine 
Nature with Amy Yeager.” 
Amy shares her detailed 
illustrations of fish, insects 
and birds. Visit her website 
at tusgart.com or follow her 
on Instagram a@tusg.art

Patron cards are available 
for those who provide 
photo identification and 
proof of residence in Wood 
County. A guardian must 
sign for children ages 
5-17. Hours are Tuesday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. Keep current 
at www.facebook.com/
quitmanpubliclibrary and 
visit the library’s website 
at www.quitmanlibrary.
org. Wi-Fi is available 24/7. 
Download the OverDrive® 
app to connect to our 
library’s vast collection of 
eBooks, audiobooks and 
streaming video.

Quitman Library Connections
BY LIBRARIAN DELENE ALLEN

BY ANGIE MONK, WOOD COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT

Home Sweet Home

January national apricot month
Are you an apricot fan? If 

so, join in the celebration 
during January of Nation-
al Apricot Month. An es-
pecially good way to en-
joy apricots is to eat dried 
apricots. They are an ex-
cellent source of vitamin 
A and a good source of fi-
ber and potassium. Dried 
apricots should be stored 
in an airtight container at 
room temperature for up 
to three months, abiding by 
the expiration date on the 
pre-packaged varieties.

The following are some 
great ways to enjoy dried 
apricots. Pick one and give 
them a try.

Add to rice – brown or 
white rice tossed with sau-
téed garlic, dried apricots 

and cranberries, raisins, 
slivered almonds and more.

Use as a topping for ice 
cream – hold the sprinkles 
and add some chopped 
dried apricots to a scoop of 
your favorite ice cream.

Apricots on a log – A lit-
tle twist on the old-time fa-
vorite – spread peanut but-
ter on celery and top with 
dried apricots.

Add to salad – to add more 
potassium and vitamin A to 
your day, toss dried apri-
cots on your favorite salad.

Top your bagel – tired of 
boring bagels? Mash ripe 
bananas, spread over a ba-
gel, and top with chopped 
dried apricots.

Tantalizing trail mix – 
Make your own trail mix 

by combining dried apri-
cots and other dried fruits 
with your favorite nuts 
(almonds, peanuts, pecans 
and walnuts, whatever your 
family likes).

Fruit salad – Add chopped 
dried apricots to a mixture 
of your favorite fresh fruits 
for a simple treat any time 
of the day.

Fruit dip – Mix in dried 
apricots to your favorite yo-
gurt or other fruit dip and 
use with celery, crackers, 
bagels and English muffins.

Serve with cheese – Cubed 
cheese, whole wheat crack-
ers and dried apricot is a 
snack that appeals to both 
sweet tooth and salty crav-
ings.

We stand for the flag and 
proudly say the pledge of 
allegiance. We put our right 
hand over our heart and belt 
out the star spangled banner 
in our best American Idol 
voice. We feel the lump in 
our throat gather and we 
try to swallow it down but 
we still just may shed a few 
tears. We stand to honor our 
flag, to honor our country 
and to hopefully honor the 
ones who fought for our 
grand country.

I say “hopefully” because 
many of these veterans have 
flat out gotten forgotten 
about. Some of these brave 
souls even lost their lives 
fighting for our freedom and 

our rights as citizens of the 
United States of America. 
Freedom of speech, right 
to bear and keep arms and 
freedom to pursue “life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness,” just to name a few.

I’m writing this in hopes 
to stir up some desire in our 
community to want to give 
back to those who gave so 
much for us.

How do we start you may 
ask? It starts with one, just 
reaching out and helping 
just one. It’s definitely a 
start.

My husband and I are 
currently trying to help out 
a Vietnam veteran and we 
would like to move him on to 

our property so he can have 
a place to call home instead 
of living on the streets. (No 
dedicated soldier should be 
homeless after all they did 
for us.) We are reaching out 
to our community to anyone 
who may have a trailer they 
are willing to donate. Fix-
er-upper is fine, too.

The time is now. Time for 
us to give back to those who 
put up the good fight for us 
to keep our rights and to be 
able lift our heads high as 
Americans.

Any info or help please 
contact Gary Pedraza, 
handyman12960s@aol.com.

Heather Pedraza
Winnsboro

WCEDC
From page 1

business talents and busi-
ness expertise to this group 
and has offered and agreed 
to serve as chairman,” He-
bron said. “I think that he 
is eminently qualified to 
serve in this capacity. Un-
der his leadership, it is my 
hope that the Wood County 
EDC can turn a Blue Ribbon 
Tasks Force’s recommenda-
tion into a reality – to seek 
out an economic develop-
ment professional as a new 
executive director. This goal 
is a critical item in planning 
for economic growth which 
our citizens, our businesses, 
our governments and our 
chambers deserve. If you 
are on this board or if you’re 
a member of the public, a 
paying taxpayer, a business 
owner, a resident, chamber 
or city official, man, woman, 
child, non-profit, in short, if 
you live, work or breathe in 
Wood County, you have a 
vested interest in the future 
of this county as one of its 
stakeholders.”

Hiring a new executive di-
rector is on the top of the list 
for the new board.

“If you support econom-
ic growth and business re-
tention, all of which will be 
required to take our county 
to the next level, you need 
to let this board know, you 
need to let our county com-
missioners know so they 
can approve and authorize 
the necessary financial sup-
port to hire a professional 
executive director who’s 
got the required credentials, 
certifications and trainings 
to take our county to the 
next level, which is going to 
be needed in this fast-paced 
world,” Hebron explained.

Berry and Hollen will go 
over the process for hiring a 
new executive director us-
ing the job description set 
forth in the strategic plan. 
They will circulate the job 
description to “all the right 
places,” according to He-
bron. 

“An issue has been raised 
about whether the board 
changes are authorized and 
whether the bylaws prohibit 
any changes,” Hebron said. 
“The current bylaws, which 
have been in existence over 
the years and have been 
amended, altered and gone 
through numerous chang-
es are just that, bylaws or 
internal operating proce-
dures established by this 
group and its membership. 
Whether this board decides 
to further amend, change, 
modify, alter or rescind the 
bylaws, which decision rests 
with this board. You can de-
termine how and in what 
manner you’d like to run 
this organization.  The part 
of the bylaws reads as fol-
lows: (and I quote directly 
from the bylaws) ‘…Article 
7.01 These bylaws may be 
altered, amended, repealed 
or added to by a majority of 
the membership.’ The only 
limitation is that the chang-
es must be approved by the 
county judge and must be 
in compliance with the stat-
utes.”

The board discussed the 
organization’s role in the 
June 2020 Bass Masters Toy-
ota Texas Fest.

“Bass Masters takes care 
of the tournament and the 
television production. What 
they want is a host to take 
care of a two-day festival,” 
board member Neal Dun-
can said. “The WCEDC is 
the host and is partnering 
with the Sabine River Au-

thority (SRA). We reached 
out to the Quitman Cham-
ber of Commerce to handle 
the vendor space allocation. 
The WCEDC will handle 
sponsorships. We are start-
ing with $50,000 from SRA, 
this organization is bring-
ing in $25,000, and the Quit-
man Development Corpo-
ration (QDC) is putting in 
$10,000.” 

In other matters, the board 
discussed the possibility of 
supporting and being a host 
for Fishing University, a 
television show which will 
air 40 times on the Outdoor 
Channel, Sportsman Chan-
nel and World Fishing Net-
work (WFN) in 2020.

The institute is seeking 
funds from the WCEDC, 
Lake Fork Sportsman’s 
Association, QDC, and 
Emory Economic Devel-
opment Corporation. The 
total asked for is $6,500, or 
$1,625 from each organiza-
tion. There was no action 
taken, and the matter will 
be placed on the February 
agenda.

The board approved an ad 
for the back page of the Des-
tination East Texas Tourism 
Guide for $875. “Judge He-
bron asked me to reach out 
to local economic develop-
ment professionals and the 
feedback I got was it was 
money well spent. That it is 
a good ad for us,” Duncan 
added.

The 10,000 magazines are 
published by the Kilgore 
News-Herald and Wood 
Count Monitor and placed 
throughout visitor centers 
at the Texas-Oklahoma and 
Texas-Louisiana borders, 
East Texas chamber of com-
merce offices, area lodging 
establishments, restaurants 
and businesses.



Mineola Police Report Wood County Sheriff’s Report
DEC. 25

2:51 a.m. Deputies went on an 
arrest/warrant service to FM 14 
near Quitman; Christopher Dal-
ton, 46, of Quitman, was arrested 
for an outstanding warrant.

8:36 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 852 near Winns-
boro concerning an inquest. A 
male, 84, was found deceased at 
his residence. The justice of the 
peace ordered no autopsy.

1:15 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 1475 in 
Como about a disturbance. After 
speaking with both parties, they 
arrested Dustin McClenny, 23, of 
Como for assault causes bodily 
injury family violence.

3:24 p.m., Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 1700 
in Yantis about criminal mischief.  
he suspect intentionally drove 
toward and rammed the driver’s 
side mirror of the complainant. 
This case will be forwarded to in-
vestigators.

9:54 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party regarding a 
dispute. Deputies determined this 
to be a civil matter and provided 
a courtesy transport to one of the 
individuals.

DEC. 26
2:14 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to County Road 3848 
in Hawkins concerning a pos-
sible burglary in progress. An 
unknown individual entered one 
of the complainant’s residences 
and attempted to enter another 
residence. Both complainants 
requested that the individual be 
issued a criminal trespass warn-
ing which was done. Shortly af-
terward, this subject went back to 
the same property, and Michael 
Voight, 34, of Hawkins, was ar-
rested for criminal trespass.

8:58 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 14 in Hawkins 
about a possible criminal tres-
pass. The individual was located 
later and determined to have out-
standing warrants. Thomas Lew-
is, 24, was arrested at 9:56 a.m. 
for outstanding warrants.

10:42 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Holly Lake Ranch 
regarding a missing person. 
Complainant reported her juve-
nile child as a runaway. The child 
returned home later the next day.

11:06 a.m. Deputies were 
dispatched to Highway 37 in 
Quitman regarding criminal mis-
chief. A known person damaged 
the complainant’s mailbox and 
agreed to compensate for dam-
ages.

1:06 p.m. Deputies spoke to 
the reporting party requesting 
advice regarding the process of 
filing for a restraining order.

4:16 p.m. Dispatch forwarded 
a phone call to a deputy regard-
ing unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle.  The reporting party did 
not give permission to the subject 
to take the vehicle and wished to 
pursue charges. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

4:35 p.m. Dispatch forwarded a 
call to a deputy regarding phone 
harassment. The reporting party 
forwarded screen shots of mes-
sages he had received from the 
other person. He requested that 
this be documented in case of 
further issues.

5:43 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 1236 in 
Quitman regarding someone go-
ing through their mailbox. Noth-
ing appeared to be missing, but 
extra patrol will be provided.

7:05 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched on a suspicious vehicle 
call. They located and assisted 
a motorist with a disabled vehi-
cle at Highway 69 and 2275 and 
cleared the incident.

9:56 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 1858 in 
Yantis regarding a disturbance. 
After talking with both parties, 
they were separated for the night 
and deputies cleared the incident.

DEC. 27
8:38 a.m. Deputies were con-

tacted by a complainant report-
ing stolen property. He stated he 
knew who had taken the items 
but did not want charges filed. He 
wanted the person to be issued 
a criminal trespass warning. The 
subject was later located and is-
sued the warning.

10:45 a.m. Deputies met with 
an individual in the Sheriff’s Of-
fice about a theft. The party re-
ported his pistol had been stolen 
from his vehicle the previous day. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

10:25 a.m. Deputies met with 
an individual in the Sheriff’s Office 
to report a sexual assault 2015 in 
Hawkins. She did not wish to pur-
sue the case and wanted to doc-
ument the incident. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators 
for review.

11:47 a.m. Rocky McDaniel, 
41, of Tyler, was arrested for out-
standing warrants after deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on FM 
14 .

12:26 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 1226 in 
Quitman concerning an inquest. 
A male, 59, was found deceased 
at his residence. The justice of 
the peace ordered no autopsy.

12:59 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Loop 564 in refer-
ence to an abandoned vehicle. 
Deputies located the vehicle and 
cleared the incident.

3:31 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 14 for a traffic 
hazard. Deputies located the 
hazard, removed it and cleared 
the incident.

6:17 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 515 in Winnsboro 
regarding a dispute. Deputies 
spoke with the parties involved 
and cleared the incident.

6:47 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 1475 in 
Yantis regarding a protective or-
der violation.  Deputies confirmed 
that the individual had violated 
the order but was not located. 
This case is forwarded to inves-
tigators.

9:51 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 80/3750 regard-
ing a suspicious vehicle. Depu-
ties located the vehicle belonging 
to an individual who was hunting 
and deputies cleared the incident.

11:45 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 37/4830 on a 
report of an abandoned vehicle. 
The vehicle was located and dep-
uties cleared the incident.

DEC. 28
12:18 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to Lake Holbrook on a 
report of a suspicious vehicle. 
Deputies located the vehicle be-
longing to an individual who was 
fishing and cleared the incident.

2:41 a.m. Deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on Hwy. 69 at Loop 
564 in Mineola. William Uptmor, 
39, of Eustace was arrested for 
possession of controlled sub-
stance and unlawful carrying of 
a weapon. Russell Hewitt, 23, 
of Deming, N.M., was arrested 
for possession of controlled sub-
stance.

10:16 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 49 in Mineola 
regarding an animal complaint. 
Deputies helped extricate a dog 
that had his collar caught on a 
fence.

12:45 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to PR 6882 in Mineola 
regarding a dog being shot and 
killed. The reporting party stated 
that her dog had gone missing 
and a neighbor had indicated that 
it might be dead.  Another par-
ty came to her days later to tell 
her that her dog had been found 
dead. The deputy located the 
dog and it had, in fact, been shot. 
Deputies will follow up on this sit-
uation.

6:06 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 2166 in 
Quitman regarding a terroristic 
threat. Deputies determined that 
the reporting party was attempt-
ing to make a false report and 
cleared the incident.

10:42 p.m. Deputies conduct-
ed a traffic stop at on FM 49 at 
County Road 2632 in Mineola. 
Richard Voyles, 34, of Mineola, 
was arrested for driving while in-
toxicated.

11:57 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to the Neon Moon in 
Yantis regarding criminal mis-
chief. The reporting party stated 
that there were two patrons who 
began causing trouble and dam-
age to the building. He stated 
that he would like them to issue a 
criminal trespass warning, but the 
deputies were unable to make 
contact with the subjects.

DEC. 29
12:37 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to FM 1483 at County 
Road 1835 regarding a suspi-
cious vehicle.  Deputies located 
the vehicle which had run off of 
the roadway and provided the 
driver with a courtesy transport 
home.

3:51 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 4960 in 
Winnsboro regarding a dog bite 
that had occurred the week prior. 
Deputies located the owner who 
was not aware of the incident, but 
provided documentation that his 
dog was up to date with vaccina-
tions.

5:38 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to SH 154 at SH 182 in 
Quitman on a reckless driver call. 
Deputies located the vehicle and 
Jose Gonzalez Sanchez, 44, of 
Grand Saline, was arrested for 
driving while intoxicated.

7:10 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 2840 in 
Mineola regarding a disturbance. 
Deputies spoke to the reporting 
party, gave him advice regarding 
his situation and cleared the inci-
dent.

8:38 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to a business parking lot 
in Mineola regarding a suspicious 
vehicle.  Deputies located the ve-
hicle and cleared the incident.

At 10:31 p.m., deputies con-
ducted a traffic stop on Highway 
14. Emily Moore, 18, of White 

Oak, was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants.

DEC. 30
7:33 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to County Road 2210 
in Mineola regarding an animal 
complaint.  The reporting party 
stated that three dogs had killed 
two of her show pigs. She had 
photos of the dogs inside of the 
pig pen. The deputies located the 
owner of the dogs who was cited 
for certain dogs prohibited to run 
at large. She promised to restrain 
the dogs and would speak with 
reporting party about the incident.

7:45 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 2206 in 
Mineola in reference to burglary 
of a building. The reporting par-
ty stated someone had pulled 
out his AC unit in his office and 
gained entry into his building. Al-
though nothing appeared to be 
missing from inside the building, 
the AC unit will have to be re-
placed and damages repaired. 
This case remains active.

1:04 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 2696 
in Hawkins on a burglary call. 
The reporting party stated after 
returning from a two-week va-
cation, she was unable to locate 
her wallet which she had left at 
home. She was advised to notify 
her credit card companies and fi-
nancial institutions. This case will 
be forwarded to investigators.

2:43 p.m. Deputies met with 
the reporting party at the Wood 
County Sheriff’s Office. She re-
ported that a person known to 
her had taken her vehicle without 
her permission. This case will be 
forwarded to investigators.

4:50 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to PR 7862 in Hawkins 
at regarding a theft. The com-
plainant stated someone re-
moved the mail from her mailbox 
and left it on the ground. She did 
not know if any of her mail was 
missing and wished to document 
the incident.

5:52 p.m. Deputies met with 
the reporting parties at the Wood 
County Sheriff’s Office. They re-
ported sending money to an out 
of state company for computer re-
pair. The company has not done 
any computer repairs and they 
continue to contact the complain-
ants requesting more money.

8:13 p.m. Deputies went out 
on an arrest/warrant service on 
County Road 4636. Kimberly 
Sanchez, 51, of Winnsboro, was 
arrested for interference with 
child custody.

9:41 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 2135 in 
Quitman to a structure fire. The 
home was engulfed in flames 
and the deputy confirmed that 
the homeowner, all occupants 
and animals made it out safely. 
All of the information has been 
forwarded to the fire marshal for 
follow-up.

DEC. 31
12:47 a.m. Deputies went on 

an arrest/warrant service in Haw-
kins and Justin Raymond, 18, of 
Hawkins, was arrested for an out-
standing warrant.

6:36 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 2320 
near PR 6325 regarding an 
abandoned vehicle.  When dep-
uties arrived, they found a vehicle 
abandoned in the road causing a 
road hazard and had the vehicle 
towed. 

7:31 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 4294 re-
garding an animal complaint. The 
homeowner advised that he had 
shot and killed a dog for harass-
ing his livestock.

9:23 a.m. Deputies received a 
call regarding debit card fraud. 
The reporting party stated that 
her debit card had been used 
fraudulently. This case has been 
forwarded to investigators.

1:28 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Carnegie in Winns-
boro at regarding a criminal tres-
pass. The homeowner reported 
two people going door to door 
who refused to leave her proper-
ty. Both individuals were issued 
criminal trespass warnings.

1:36 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 852 in Winnsboro 
regarding phone harassment. 
The deputy tried to contact the 
individual and left a message. 
The complainant was advised to 
call again if the harassment con-
tinued.

11:52 p.m.  Deputies went on 
an arrest/warrant service to Hwy. 
37. Kevin Drain, 29, of Winns-
boro, was arrested on an out of 
county warrant.

11:57 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Meadowview Path in 
Hawkins regarding a disturbance.  
Brad Beegle, 33, of Hawkins, was 
arrested for assault causes bodily 
injury family violence.

DEC. 26
1:20 a.m. A disturbance was 

reported at a residence on E. 
Broad St. The resident reported 
she was trying to get a male to 
leave her property who refused. 
The subject was intoxicated but 
had to catch the train the follow-
ing morning. He was transported 
to the police department to stay 
until the train arrived. The sub-
ject walked out, so the officer ar-
rested Jonathan Jay Cross, 41, 
Hewitt for public intoxication.

DEC. 27
11:02 a.m. An officer assisted 

EMS on a reported fall in the Kel-
ly Drug parking lot.

3:53 p.m. Bailey’s Ace Hard-
ware reported a theft of a chain-
saw. 

4:55 p.m. A welfare concern 
was reported by a family member 
of a woman walking at the Civic 
Center. The caller stated a young 
male was walking around with 
a pocket knife. Officers found 
the 12 year old who reported he 
got the knife for Christmas. His 
guardian was contacted and she 
stated he was not supposed to 
leave the residence with it. The 
officer took the knife and advised 
an adult could pick it up at the po-
lice department.

6:49 p.m. Danny James Wry-
sinski, 56, Mineola, was arrested 
for possession of controlled sub-
stance after he was stopped on 
Meadowbrook St. for a traffic vi-
olation and had a pipe with meth 
residue.

10:16 p.m. A resident on N. 
Line St. reported suspicious ac-
tivity. The resident reported a 
man was near his residence, and 
when the complainant drove up 
the subject got in his vehicle and 
left. A directive patrol was issued 
for that area.

10:29 p.m. Autumn Wind Court 
reported a woman walked into 
the facility and when she was 
asked how they could help, she 
became irate and started yelling. 
The caller reported the woman 
left in a vehicle. The officer was 
unable to locate it.

10:33 p.m. A resident on Karen 
Lane reported he was evicting 
a man from his residence and 
needed help, because the man 
was intoxicated and angry. Offi-
cers tried to calm the man down 
but were unable to due to his 
level of intoxication. The resident 
decided to stay with a neighbor 
for the night. Officers left the res-
idence and waited to make sure 
everything would be OK. The in-
toxicated subject walked out of 
the residence and headed toward 
the neighbor’s. Leroy Bailey, 54, 
Dallas, was arrested for public in-
toxication.

DEC. 28
12:49 p.m. A man reported 

that he had bought a radio from 
Walmart and the wrong radio was 
in the box. The man was advised 
that is a civil issue.

3:19 p.m. Officers met with a 
woman on a custody issue. The 
child’s father refused to bring the 
child home and stated he would 
bring the child home the next day. 
She was advised to contact her 
attorney with the civil issue.

6:00 p.m. An officer assisted a 
stranded motorist to push his ve-
hicle out of the roadway.

9:46 p.m. A resident on Krause 
St. reported a person that left 
their residence and threw a beer 
can in the yard as they were leav-
ing. After speaking with the resi-
dent, Smith County was notified 
for a possible intoxicated driver.

DEC. 29
12:03 a.m. An officer assisted a 

Wood County Deputy with a ve-
hicle search at N. Pacific St. and 
Loop 564.

11:47 a.m. A parked vehicle 
was hit by another vehicle at the 
apartments on Pegues St. The 
driver of the suspected vehicle 
did not leave any information be-
fore leaving.

DEC. 30
1:02 p.m. A wallet was found 

at McDonald’s and turned in to 
the department. The owner was 
located the wallet was returned.

3:13 p.m. The Andrew Center 
reported a woman that walked 
into the office and stated she 
wanted to harm herself and then 
left. Officers located the woman 
and transported her back to the 
Andrew Center.

4:54 p.m. An officer checked 
on a man going door to door on 
Minwood St. that was soliciting. 
The man was told he had to have 
a permit.

9:03 p.m. Autumn Michelle 
Huskey, 29, Mesquite, was ar-
rested for theft at Walmart.

9:32 p.m. A vehicle was report-
edly hit in the Walmart Parking lot 
and the driver left without giving 
any information.

DEC. 31
12:52 p.m. A woman reported 

fraud when someone purchased 
items with her banking account.

2:09 p.m. Officers assisted 
Child Protective Services at a 
residence on Krause St.

3:55 p.m. A brief case was 
found near some bushes on 
Welch St.

4:20 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported on Brenda Lane. The re-
porting party stated her husband 
had been drinking and was trying 
to throw her property outside. An 
officer spoke with both parties. 
The incident was verbal only.

6:24 p.m. A man reported he 
was fired with an unpaid debt 
and his boss was attempting to 

keep a rifle and some tools until 
the debt was paid. This was de-
termined to be outside the city 
limits and the man was referred 
to Smith County.

11:15 p.m. A suspect on New-
som St. was issued a warning 
about shooting fireworks in the 
city limits. 

11:33 p.m. Several 911 calls 
were received about two men 
walking and screaming and yell-
ing. An officer located the two 
at W. McDonald and University 
St. One of men was determined 
to be reported at the restaurant 
earlier. James Mitchell Ray, 31, 
Mineola, was arrested for public 
intoxication.

JAN. 1
1:07 a.m. A disturbance was re-

ported at a residence on Brenda 
Lane between a man and a wom-
an. The man and woman did not 
wish to pursue charges on each 
other and no injuries were noted. 
The two were separated for the 
night. A family violence report 
was completed.

12:21 p.m. Hawkins Police De-
partment requested assistance 
locating a resident on Inwood St., 
because a weapon was turned in 
to their department with the resi-
dent’s name on it.

6:53 p.m. A prank call on Chap-
arral St. is under investigation.

JAN. 2
2:23 a.m. A known male was 

reportedly trying to get into a 
building on Sycamore St. An offi-
cer spoke with the man, who was 
not on the property when the offi-
cer arrived. The man said he was 
just looking for cigarettes in the 
ashtray. He was warned to stay 
off the property.

2:01 p.m. A property owner on 
Sycamore requested extra patrol 
because an unknown person is 
burning off and doing doughnuts 
on his property.

5:23 p.m. A resident on Stone 
St. reported his grandson stole 
some money from him. The 
resident did not wish to pursue 
charges, he just wanted it docu-
mented.

JAN. 3
7:26 a.m. An officer assisted a 

motorist on Line St. who needed 
a jump because his battery was 
dead.

9:48 a.m. EMS reported they 
had received a third party call 
about the welfare of a resident 
on N. Pacific St. An officer could 
not get anyone to the door. The 
officer found a door unlocked and 
checked inside to find the resi-
dent in need of medical attention. 
The resident was transported to 
the hospital by EMS.

11:27 a.m. A resident on Her-
itage Dr. requested assistance 
reading some phone numbers for 
family members. An officer pro-
vided assistance for the resident.

JAN. 4
11:23 A.M. An off duty officer 

reported a man was trying to beat 
a lock off of a chain link fence on 
S. Pacific St. An officer identified 
the man, who had a warrant for a 
bond violation from Smith Coun-
ty. After the officer placed him in 
custody, Smith County called and 
did not wish to have the man ar-
rested. He was released.

12:00 p.m. A family member 
of a deceased person buried at 
the Cedars Memorial Garden 
reported someone riding horses 
over the grave sites. An officer 
responded and determined the 
damage to be from wild hogs.

12:49 p.m. An officer assisted 
on a medical on Hart St. The res-
ident was transported to the hos-
pital by EMS.

3:07 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported at a residence on W. 
Blair St. A woman reported that 
her boyfriend slashed her vehi-
cle’s tire and took off walking. Of-
ficers looked for the subject, then 
received information that he was 
staying at a motel on E. Broad 
St. and possibly suicidal. Offi-
cers, with assistance from Wood 
County S.O., responded and lo-
cated the subject. The man went 
willingly with EMS and the girl-
friend did not wish to file charges, 
but she wished to have him tres-
passed from her residence.

8:39 p.m. A man requested an 
officer check on a resident on Her-
itage Dr., because her care giver 
recently passed away and he 
wanted to make sure she knew. 
An officer attempted to check 
on the resident but she was not 
at home. The officer spoke with 
a neighbor that said the resident 
knew about the death.

JAN. 5
4:22 a.m. A man walked into 

the office and stated he has at-
tempted suicide and needs some 
help. The man had been drinking 
as well. Officers contacted EMS 
to take him for evaluation, but he 
refused to go with EMS. Family 
members were contacted and he 
agreed to be taken to the hospital 
by family.

9:57 a.m. A resident on Dubose 
St. requested to speak with an 
officer about her adult son and 
asked how to get him out of her 
residence. An officer advised the 
resident if he was not willing to 
leave, she would have to file for 
eviction with the JP court.

2:12 p.m. Justin Lawrence 
Hartman, 24, of Fuquay-Varina 
NC, was arrested for possession 
of drug paraphernalia after he 
was stopped for speeding on E. 
Broad St. When the officer ap-
proached the vehicle, she could 
smell the odor of marijuana.

2:35 p.m. A resident on New-
som St. reported the daughter 
of the next door neighbor keeps 
knocking on her door and yelling 
at her. An officer spoke with the 
neighbor about the situation.

4:10 p.m. A citizen reported 
a small child and a baby in the 
vehicle alone in the Brookshire’s 
parking lot. An officer responded 
and spoke with the mother. The 
mother was issued a citation for 
leaving the children unattended.

9:26 p.m. A resident on W. Kil-
patrick St. requested to speak 
with an officer due to her send-
ing sexual pictures and text to a 
woman she liked, but later found 
the person she had forwarded the 
pictures to the complainant’s boy-
friend. The complainant request-
ed an officer speak with the wom-
an. An officer attempted contact 
with the woman, but was unable 
to make contact. This situation is 
a civil matter.

JAN. 6
2:17 a.m. A resident on W. Blair 

St. reported he and his wife got 
into an argument and she left and 
had not returned. He reported 
she had sent some concerning 
texts and he just wanted to look 
out for her. The officer searched 
for the woman and the vehicle, 
but did not locate her.

9:22 a.m. A resident on N. 
Newsom St. reported her room-
mate was attempting to kick her 
out and then the roommate called 
and advised the other party had 
poked her in the eye. Officers 
responded to the residence and 
spoke with both parties. The two 
settled down and decided to stay 
in their separate areas of the res-
idence.

2:09 p.m. Walmart reported a 
man who was attempting to leave 
with stolen property and when 
they confronted him, he stated 
he was a felon and had a firearm 
while taking off in his vehicle with 
the property. Officers responded 
and determined the man was 
headed north on Hwy. 37. Offi-
cers attempted to stop the sub-
ject, but he continued and turned 
on CR. 2465, leading officers and 
DPS behind a residence that was 
not his, while in his vehicle. He 
could go no further at the back 
of the residence, so the officers 
were able to get him into custody.  
Ronald Dale Murray, 60, Mineola, 
was arrested for felony theft less 
than $2,500 with two previous 
convictions, felony evading (ve-
hicle), possession of a controlled 
substance (meth), unlawful pos-
session of a firearm by a felon 
and two outstanding Smith Coun-
ty warrants. Further charges are 
pending on other stolen items 
from a different day that were lo-
cated in the vehicle. 

4:24 p.m. A woman reported an 
incident of theft in June 2017 in-
volving her son’s vehicle that his 
girlfriend had possession of when 
he was arrested.

JAN. 7
10:54 a.m. A man reported 

leaving his wallet in a shopping 
cart at Walmart and when he 
realized he had left it, the wallet 
was not there. An officer went to 
Walmart and viewed the surveil-
lance video, but did not observe 
the wallet being left in the cart.

12:47 p.m. A customer at 
Walmart reported someone had 
parked so close to his vehicle that 
he could not get in his vehicle. An 
officer responded and helped the 
man into his vehicle and assisted 
the man to safely get his vehicle 
out of the parking space.

2:19 p.m. A resident on New-
som St. reported a welfare con-
cern in reference to hearing a 
group of children screaming. The 
officer located several children 
playing on a trampoline nearby.

JAN. 8
10:19 a.m. A woman spoke 

with investigators in reference to 
a sexual assault that she report-
ed occurred around 1980. Offi-
cers were not able to go forward 
on the reported assault because 
the statute was five years from 
the date of the offense back in 
the 1980s.

11:11 a.m. Quick Sale Auto re-
ported a bumper taken from one 
of the vehicles. A directive patrol 
was requested for that property.

11:31 a.m. A resident on N. Line 
St. reported he sold a vehicle with 
an agreement the person was to 
make payments. The person has 
not made payments and will not 
give the vehicle back.  The resi-
dent was referred to JP court.

3:12 p.m. An acetylene bottle 
was reported on the roadway at 
N. Pacific and Loop 564. The bot-
tle was transported to the P.D. as 
found property.

4:17 p.m. A pair of glasses were 
turned in to the P.D. that were 
found at the Nature Preserve.

5:43 p.m. Fun Town RV report-
ed damage to some of the travel 
trailers. Someone had pried open 
and cut the wiring in the outside 
compartments.

6:44 p.m. A burglary of a habita-
tion was reported at a residence 
on W. Kilpatrick St. No forced 
entry was noted. A television and 
a Roku Streaming device were 
stolen.
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A vehicle was driven into 
Lake Holbrook on Monday 
night, Jan. 6 and resulted in 
no injuries. The driver was 
out by the time the Mineola 

fire department arrived.
Quitman fire department 

brought its dive boat and 
assisted in retrieving the ve-
hicle the next day.

Vehicle driven into L. Holbrook



Obituaries
CHARLIE BOWDEN 

1945-2020
Charlie Bowden, 74, of Mineola, 

passed away on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2020 
in Tyler. He was born on April 20, 1945 
in Mineola to the late Ralph Bowden and 
Emma Thomas Bowden. 

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents and son, Charles Ray Bowden. 

He is survived by sons, William Buster 
of Las Vegas, Nev. and Chris McKinnsey 
of Carlsbad, N.M.; daughter, Connie Jean 

of Washington; and sisters, Tressie B. True of Katy, Trudy 
Hollingsworth of Payson, Ariz., Maxine Rhodes of Mineola 
and Nadine Salazse. 

Visitation was held on Friday, Jan. 3, 2020 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Beaty Funeral Home, 5320 S. State Hwy. 37 Mineola. 
Graveside service was held on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020 at Rose-
lawn Memorial Gardens, 5396 S. State Hwy. 37, Mineola at 
2:30 p.m., Rev. Fred Morrow and Rev. Jim Parker officiating.

JANET MARILEE MYRES 
1935-2020

Services celebrating the life of Janet Marilee Myres, 84, of 
Mineola were held on Thursday, Jan. 9, 2020 at 11 a.m. in the 
Lowe Funeral Home Chapel in Quitman. Janet was of the 
Pentecostal faith and enjoyed being involved with The Ea-
gle’s Nest Cathedral in Irving as well as The Rowlett Church 
of the Assemblies of God.

Janet was born to Lester and Mary (Parks) Adams on Oct. 
24, 1935 in Toledo, Cumberland County, Ill. She worked in 
various capacities in her life, from assembling guns on ar-
mored vehicles to owning and operating a successful clean-
ing company.

Surviving family includes her daughters, Jacqueline 
Campbell of Mineola and Lynn Metzler; brother, Wendall 
Adams; grandchildren, Rory Charles, Timothy and his wife 
Lynn, Bryson and Jonathan along with seven great-grand-
children. She was preceded in death by her parents; her hus-
band, Rudy Myres; a daughter; two sisters; and her precious 
great-grandson, Skyler.

TONY LEE PATTERSON 
1943-2020

Funeral services for Tony Lee Patterson, 76, of Quitman 
were held Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020 at Broad Street Church of 
Christ in Mineola.

Tony was born on Nov. 12, 1943 in Grand Prairie to Wood-
row and Claudine Tolbert Patterson.

After high school Tony attended Lubbock Christian Col-
lege. After graduating from LCC he attended San Angelo 
State for a short time and joined the Marines. He proudly 
fought for his country in Vietnam. After serving four years 
he returned to college at Sul Ross State University where he 
earned his MBA.

Tony was a member of Broad Street Church of Christ. He 
served the Lord and practiced his faith on a daily basis. He 
loved his church family.

Preceding Tony in death were his parents and sister, Judy 
Goss.

He is survived by sisters Nicki Wall and husband David 
from Colorado and Vicki Thompson and husband Bobby of 
Quitman. He was Uncle Tony to five nieces and two neph-
ews and several great and great-great nieces and nephews. 
He was loved and appreciated by his family.

JOHN D. HANSON 
1946-2020

John D. Hanson, 73, of Ben Wheeler, 
passed away on Monday, Jan. 6, 2020 at 
his home. He was born on Aug. 17, 1946 
in Mineola to the late Thomas Hanson 
and Mildred Stanford Hanson.

He and his wife Patricia were the for-
mer owners of Mineola Flower Shop and 
he was a member of the Jimmy Swaggart 
Ministries.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents and daughter-in-law, Andrea Hollis.

He is survived by his loving wife, Patricia Hanson of Ben 
Wheeler; sons, Edd Hanson and wife Raina of Como, David 
Wayne Attaway of Pueblo, Colo., Donny Attaway of Green 
Valley, Mo., Johnny Attaway and wife Angie of Lee’s Sum-
mit, Mo., Darrell Attaway and wife Shannon of Mabank and 
Kenneth Attaway of Winnsboro; brothers, Tommy Hanson 
and wife Diane of Tyler and Jim Hanson and wife Shara of 
Mineola; sisters, Shirley Brooke of Mineola and Sherry Nich-
ols and husband David of Mineola; 15 grandchildren; and 
four great-grandchildren.

Memorial services were scheduled for 2 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
10 at Mineola Christian Fellowship with Bro. Jim Clark of-
ficiating.

KENNETH “CHIP” HOWELL 
1948-2020

Kenneth “Chip” Howell was born April 4, 1948 in Hous-
ton. Much of his childhood and school years were spent 
in Arlington. Chip served in the US Navy from 1967-1970. 

Much of his career centered around 
working on cars, including having his 
own muffler shops.

Chip had a love for life, cars and mo-
torcycles. He loved to ride, any day, 
anywhere, anytime. An avid jokester, 
he could tell you the same story several 
times and still make you laugh. Chip was 
rarely without a smile, and his kind heart 
extended to his love of animals.

Chip is survived by wife, Deborah; two sisters, Jeannie 
Ford and Lisa Likes of Arlington; one son, Trevor Howell 
of Arvada, Colo.; two step-children, Douglas Lambert and 
Deborah Osborne; and several grandchildren.

A service to celebrate Chip’s life was held at 3 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Jan. 11, 2020 at the Spur On Ministries, 2670 S. State 
Highway 37, Mineola.

Services under the direction of Lowe Funeral Home in 
Quitman.

JOYCE R. MORRIS 
1923-2020

Joyce R. Morris, 96, of Hawkins, passed 
away the evening of Jan. 3, 2020 in Quit-
man, TX. She was born in St. James, Ark. 
Dec. 5, 1923 to the late Finis Ford and 
Hix Beckham Ford. Joyce lived in the 
Wood County area for over 30 years, 
having come from the Dallas area. She 
was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother and great-great 
grandmother. She was Primitive Baptist 

by faith and was a member of Saints Rest Primitive Baptist 
Church in Dallas. On Aug. 24, 1962 Joyce married Carey 
Morris and they made their home in the Hawkins area in 
1988. 

Joyce is survived by her loving husband Carey; two sons, 
James Witherspoon and wife Linda of Holly Lake Ranch 
and Eddie Witherspoon and wife Hanna of Texarkana; two 
daughters, Judy Young and husband Kenneth of Duncan-
ville and Gayle Pugh and husband Denny also of Duncan-
ville; one brother, Walter Ford and wife Carolyn; two sisters, 
Merlyn Uselton and husband Glen and Lenelle Davis; nu-
merous grandchildren and great-grandchildren; other fami-
ly and many loving friends.

Services were held at Beaty Funeral Home in Mineola at 2 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2020 with Elder Carey Morris offi-
ciating.
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Wood County
SERVICE DIRECTORY

ConstruCtion GymnastiCs-CheerConstruCtionreal estate

KENDAL FARMER REALTOR® 
Now Brokered by  

 

(903) 920-1573 
myagentkendal@hotmail.com 

Call Kendal.  You’ll be glad you did. 

KENDAL FARMER REALTOR® 
Now Brokered by  

 

(903) 920-1573 
myagentkendal@hotmail.com 

Call Kendal.  You’ll be glad you did. 

KENDAL FARMER REALTOR® 
Now Brokered by  

 

(903) 920-1573 
myagentkendal@hotmail.com 

Call Kendal.  You’ll be glad you did. 

903-569-2311

Servicing Any and All 
At-Home Medical Needs!

Providing Anywhere From... 

          Shower Chairs,

to Oxygen!

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home for one of them? 

JusticeJustice

Big JohnBig John

MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Fri. Jan. 17 - Cheese Enchiladas & Red Sauce (new
items), Ranch Beans, Hot Pineapple Tidbits, Milk

Mon. Jan. 20 - Turkey Pot Pie, Macaroni & Cheese,
Brussels Sprouts, Dinner Roll, Fresh Fruit, Milk

Tues. Jan. 21 - Oven Fried Chicken Thigh, Collard
Greens, Peach Cobbler, Texas Bread, Milk

Wed. Jan. 22 - Pork Roast, Cranberry Orange
Sauce, Rosemary Potatoes, Tuscany Vegetables,
Wheat Bread, Fruited Lemon Gelatin (new), Milk

Thur. Jan. 23 - Beef Taco Meat, Fiesta Vegetables,
Mexican Rice, Flour Tortilla, Fresh Banana, Milk,
Taco Sauce

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery

Some 20 local pastors were honored 
by members of My Honor, Inc. and 
the Flora Masonic Lodge in Quitman 
Friday at noon.

The ministers have come through-
out the year to say the opening 
prayer at Wood County commission-
er’s meetings. 

Lee Smith helped organize the 
event. “The pastors who have of-
fered prayer at commissioners meet-
ings are here to be recognized today 

along with other court officers and 
officials,” Smith said.

“As pastors in our community each 
of you followed a calling to lead us 
all as our creator would have. Each 
of you spend time with folks amid 
joys, sorrow, confusion and won-
der,” Smith said. ”Thank you all for 
coming and for your commitment to 
improving the Wood County quality 
of life.”

The Mineola Pilot Club 
is resuming support group 
meetings for Alzheimer’s 
patient caregivers Tuesday, 
Jan. 21 at noon at Red Dome 
Smokehouse in Quitman.

Monthly meetings will fol-

low on the third Tuesday. 
Lunch is dutch treat. Care-
givers are welcome to bring 
their patient.

For more information, con-
tact facilitator Betty Curbow 
at 903-569-7097.

Honor group pays tribute to pastors

Woody Weimer attended the pastor appreciation lunch. 
He is Wood County Jail chaplain and involved in Christian 
Motorcycle ministry. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Alzheimer’s caregivers support group meetings resume
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The Employees of 

Watkins Insurance Group 
urges everyone to attend 

the church of their choice!

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Family owned business for more than 60 continuous years
1238 N Pacific St • Mineola, TX

903 569-5432
www.mineolaandcantoneyecare.com

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621
Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873
Phillip Casper

Freedom Baptist Church
155 CR 2201, Mineola

903-638-8555
Pastor  Al Dusek

Hainesville Baptist Church
3368 FM 49, Mineola

903 569-3212
 Pastor Terry Davis

Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
The Rev. Thomas A. Pantle

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Attend the church of  
your choice this week. 

These area churches welcome you.

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

“For it is all for your sake, so that as 
grace extends to more and more people 
it may increase thanksgiving, to the 
glory of God.”     2 Corinthians 4:15

“Give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good; 

his love endures forever.”
1 Chronicles 16:34

“The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am 
helped; my heart exults, and with my 
song I give thanks to him.”     Psalm 28:7

“Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful.”

Colossians 4:2 

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783



Services

Miscellaneous

JDS Land Management - Tree trim-
ming & removal, complete lawn 
care, acreage mowing & shredding. 
20 years experience, free estimates. 
903-497-6819, 512-673-6705. 

Employment

Food Service

Cook: Country Kitchen in Quitman 
seeks F/T cook to prepare food. Ap-
plicants must mail a resume to 4420 
N. FM17, Alba, TX 75410.

Real Estate For Sale

Homes

For sale, great investment, 608 Cliff 
Street, Quitman, 4 BR, 3 Bath, central 
heat and air, new metal roof on large 
lot; great condition; Owner finance 
with low down payment depending 
on credit as a good renter; $850 per 
month; phone 903-588-5773.

Rentals

Apartments

Apartment for rent, 1-bedroom, 1-bath 
apartment. No pets. 903-967-3415.

Duplexes

Duplex completely remodeled, like 
new on quiet street in Mineola. No 
pets, no smoking. 2 bedroom 1 bath. 
903-335-4388.

Mobile Homes

For Rent, 2-bedroom, 2-bath mobile 
home. No pets. 903-967-3415.

Mobile home 3-bedroom, 2-bath. No 
pets allowed, in Quitman. Call 903-
850-3570.

Monitor classifieds
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According to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development all 
publishers should publish a notice such as 
the one below to indicate compliance with 
the Fair Housing Act. 

The Publisher’s Notice must be 
published one time in every edition of 
your publication that contains real estate/
housing advertising. The notice should be 
placed at the beginning of the real estate/
housing classi ed ads.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertised herein 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national 
origin, or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” 
This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are here-
by informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION
3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105 • (405) 499-0020, 1-888-815-2672 (toll-free in OK) • www.OkPress.com

October 2008

The Fair Housing Act also applies to 
display advertising for real estate and 
rental properties. 

Display advertising should include the 
equal housing opportunity slogan or logo 

at the following standards dictated by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. These indicate to 
the public that the property is available to 
everyone under the provisions of the Fair 
Housing Act.

EHO LOGO IN ADS

AD SIZE

Less than 4 column inches:
(Slogan Only)

4 column inches 
to less than 1/8 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1/2” x 1/2”)

1/8 page 
to less than 1/2 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1” x 1”)

1/2 page or larger:
(Logo Dimensions: 2” x 2”)

SLOGAN OR LOGO SIZE

NEWSPAPER REQUIREMENT ADVERTISER REQUIREMENT

Download the 
Equal Housing Logo at 
www.OkPress.com/FHA

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

Jonathan, Rodney & Nic Watkins

P.O. Box 1188 Mineola, TX 75773 (Across from WAL-MART)

903-569-5115
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Discounts up to 40%
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Nicholson of
      TX-filmed “Terms
      of Endearment”
  5  TXism: “tough __
      __ old boot”
  6  “just in ____”
  7  Wichita Falls TV
  8  this Houstonian
      was among the
      first blacks elected
      to the legislature
17  “one” south of the
      border
18  TXism for “move
      fast” (3 wds.)
20  bronc rider
      turned singer
      Chris __ Doux
21  this Mickelson
      won the 2011
      Houston Open
22  steal cattle
24  steal a canine 
29  TXism: “she’s a
      ____’  Jesse”
30  past mayor of San
      Antonio, Cockrell
31  __ Paso, TX
32  Aransas Pass
      casino outing:   
      (2 wds.)
34  cattle fat
35  evidence derived
      from body fluid
36  TXism: “has a grip
      like _  _______’
      turtle”
37  La Quinta & Pizza
38  TX has ____-
      mutuel betting
39  TXism: “_____   
      __  _  ___ with
      two tails”
41  Denton County
      seat from 1848
      1856
42  TX Buddy Holly
      hit: “Peggy ___”

  1  at 17, TX Ginger
      Rogers eloped
      with this man
  2  TXism: “dainty __
      _  ____ bride”
  3  Dimmitt’s county
  4  got down on 
      the knees
  9  “cool dude” (2 wds.)
10  TXism: “____dig”
      (big event)
11  TXism for “girl”
12  founder of famed
      King Ranch (init.)
13  TXn born between
      March 21 & April 19

43  archaic for “enough”
44  extol or exalt
45  TX Phylicia of “The
      Cosby Show” (init.)
46  cable network
47  Grand ______, TX
48  TX Waylon sang this
      for “The Dukes of
      Hazard” (2 wds.)
50  make into law by the
      TX legislature

51  flightless bird
52  TXism: “bend your
      ___” (gossip)
53  many TX counties
      use this type of
      electronic voting
      machine (abbr.)

14  secure bank
      chamber
15  on highway 107
      in Hidalgo County
16  TXism: “it ain’t 
      ___ in cement”
19  seat of Somervell
      County
21  Christmas flower 
      was named after
      this Joel who saw it
      in TX (or Mexico)
23  John Steinbeck’s
      TX wife
24  TX actor Dabney 
      who starred in film
      “9 to 5” (init.)
25  TXism: “don’t give 
      a hoot __  _ holler”
26  new oil flow, e.g.
27  Columbus ship
      and actress Foch

28  TXism: “happy
      __  _  ___ with
      two tails” 
29  former VW sports
      car: Karmann ____
30  breathing organ
33  Erastus “Deaf” 
      Smith was this
      during the TX
      Revolution
34  TXism: “got as
      much chance as a 
      ____ball in hell”
      (no chance)

35  TXism: “courting”
37  TX Kenny Rogers
      hit: “_  ____ 
      ____ You”
38  TXism: “_____ as
      the top line on an
      eye chart”
40  first name of TX
      Willie’s current wife
41  this Guthrie
      played at seven
      of TX Willie’s
      “Farm Aid” concerts
44  TXism: “don’t dwell
      on ____ glory”
47  TXism: “safe as a  
      squirrel up a tree”
49  Paris is the seat
      of ____ County
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20 years experience
Free Estimates

903-497-6819
512-673-6705

• Tree Trimming & Removal •
• Complete Lawn Care •

• Acreage Mowing •
• Shredding •

O

   JDS    JDS
Land Management

May 2nd, 2020 City Election
The City of Mineola 

has three positions available for Alderman 
for the May 2nd General Election.  

Sue Jones, Ward 1; Jayne Lankford, Ward 2; and Novada 
Bigham, Ward 3 are the incumbents in these two-year 
terms.  

Those interested in filing can come to City Hall, 300 
Greenville Hwy. to file the application.  City offices are 
open 8:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Thursday, 
and 8:00 am to 4:00 pm on Friday.  Deadline for filing is 
February 14, 2020.

2 de Mayo Elección General
La ciudad de Mineola tiene tres posiciones 
vacantes en el consejo ciudadano, para la 

elección general del 2 de Mayo. 
Sue Jones, distrito 1, Jayne Lankford, distrito 2 y Novada 
Bigham, distrito 3 son los titulares del periodo actual de 
dos años.

Aquellos interesados en aplicar pueden presentarse en 
las oficinas de la ciudad, 300 Greenville Hwy y llenar la 
aplicación. Las oficinas de la ciudad están abiertas de 
8:00 am a 4:30 pm de Lunes a Jueves y de 8:00 am a 4:00 
pm los Viernes. La fecha límite es Febrero 15, 2020.

LAND FOR SALE
Bright Star-Salem Special Utility District 

is offering 1.0 Acre of land for sale.  
The property is located at 2811 Rains County Road 3380.  Water 
and Electricity are available on property.  Land offered by public 
sale as is.  Sealed bids are due at Bright Star-Salem SUD office on 
or before January 27th at Noon.  The board will publicly open and 
read aloud all bids at board meeting to be held on January 27, 
2020 at 4:30 pm.  Interested parties can call 903-765-2701 for 
viewing.  The board reserves the right to accept or reject any and 
all bids, and to sell the land in a private sale prior to the auction.

NOTICE OF SELF STORAGE SALE: 
Yantis Self Storage 126 S. Main, Yantis, TX 

will hold a Cash Only sale to sell the 
property of household goods and furnishings 
stored by Jacki Davidson in a public auction 

to satisfy Landlords Lien. 
Auction held on site January 25, 2020 at 9:00 am

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New Shift Differentials

F/T CNA’s
F/T LVN/RN

–  N O T I C E  –
A shareholders meeting of Mineola Community 

Mutual Holding Company will be held at 
the office of Mineola Community Bank, S.S.B. 

Located at 215 West Broad, Mineola, Texas 
on January 22, 2020 at 8:00 A.M.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF TEXAS      COUNTY OF WOOD

TO:  ALL THE UNKNOWN  HEIRS AND OTHER 
PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE ESTATE OF THOMAS 
H. STUBBS, DECEASED, Cause No. 13,575, in County 
Court in and for Wood County, Texas

Cheyenne Martinez, applicant in the above numbered 
and entitled case, filed on the 8th day of October, 
2019 in Wood County, an APPLICATION FOR 
INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION AND LETTERS 
OF ADMINISTRATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 
401.003 OF THE TEXAS ESTATES CODE AND on the 
29th day of October AN APPLICATION  TO DETERMINE 
HEIRSHIP in Wood County.  Applicant requests that 
Cheyenne Martinez be appointed to serve as Administrator 
and that Letters of Administration be issued to Cheyenne 
Martinez and that all other Orders be entered as the Court 
may deem proper.  And that the Court determine who are the 
heirs and only heirs of Decedent and their respective shares 
and interest in this Estate.

Said application will be heard at 10:00 a.m. on the first 
Monday next after the expiration often (10) days from the 
date of publication of this citation, at the County Court in 
and for Wood County, Texas, Courthouse, One Main Street, 
Quitman, Texas 75783, Wood County, Texas.

All persons interested in said estate are hereby cited to 
appear before said Honorable Court at, said above mentioned 
time and place by filing, a written answer contesting such 
application should they desire to do so.

If this citation is not served within 90 days after the date 
of its issuance, it shall be returned unserved.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF SAID 
COURT at office in Quitman, Texas, this the 25th day of 
November, 2019.

KELLEY PRICE, County Clerk
Wood County, Texas

Divide & Conquer Moving Sale 
for Judith Guthrie & Matthew Watson

Thurs., Jan. 16 ~ 7:00 - 5:30 | Fri., Jan. 17 ~ 8:00 - 5:30
Sat., Jan. 18 ~ 8:00 - 2:00

423 South Chilton ~ Tyler TX, 75702
Inside S Loop 323 and off S. Broadway, head north toward 
downtown Tyler; turn west onto Front St. and south onto

S. Chilton (between Houston and Front).
This charming approx. 5000 sq. ft. home (with party house & guest house), 
listed by Jonathan Wolf, is for sale; contents and consignments must go: fab. 

din. table for at least 12; gorgeous china cabinet; glass top dining table & 5 parson 
chairs; sofa table; secretary; dressers; mirrors; Hummels; Waterford ornaments; bar 
stools; lamps; side tables; framed art; Tyler’s former Smith Co. Courthouse art; full 
bed; queen bed; child’s bed; hospital bed; recliner; dinnerware in chest; china; cost. 
jewelry; barware; wine caddies; crystal; decanters; tureens; statues; LIFE magaz.; 
room divider; bedding; chairs; many books; bk.cases; bk.ends; rugs; wh. Wick. 
furn.; patio furn.; kitch. items; holiday items; artif. plants; plant stands; many 

clothes, hats, shoes, scarves, purses; hat boxes; pillows; linens; vintg. tablecloths; 
lawn mower; BBQ grill; yd art; soooo much more. You will be glad you came! 

Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com 

A public hearing regarding the Texas Education
Agency’s (TEA) 2018-19 Texas Academic Performance
Report (TAPR) for Quitman I.S.D. will take place in
conjunction with the regularly scheduled January
meeting of the Board of Trustees.

The meeting will begin at 6:00 P.M., Monday,
January 20, 2020, at the Quitman ISD Board Room
located at 901 East Goode Street, Quitman, TX.

The purpose of the TAPR hearing will be to allow for
public discussion of the TAPR district and campus
reports. Copies of the reports will be available for
public review at each school building and the district
administrative office.
This release is tendered in compliance with Texas Education Code (TEC)
requirements to provide notice of the hearing by means of local media.

Date Set for
TAPR Public Hearing

MAYDAY! MAYDAY! 2 DAY –
EMERGENCY ESTATE AUCTION!

10132 FM 2454 GILMER, TX 75644
Across From Union Hill School Go 4 Miles North On Fm 2454

SRS auction services has been commissioned & ordered by Mr. Daniel 
Rodenbaugh to conduct this auction immediately due to his property 
selling & the buyers wanting to take ownership sooner than expected.

DAY #1 – SATURDAY, JANUARY 18TH  @  10AM 
Contents in & around the house including a 3 car garage! Excellent 
condition! All furniture, appliances, kitchen items, lots of collectibles, 
patio items, yard art, hunting & fishing items, guns, ammo, a nice car, 
tools, mowers & much MORE!

* Don’t you dare miss this two day auction *
DAY #2 – SUNDAY, JANUARY 19TH  @  1:30PM 

Contents from barns & pasture! Equipment very well taken care of! 
Tractors, implements, trailers, ATVs, truck, welder, barn items, lumber 
& much MORE!

For more info please call 903-632-5458 
srsaddlery@yahoo.com srsauction.com TAL#17652

for Highway 
Maintenance Contractor 

Must have valid driver’s  
license, pass drug test 
& be willing to travel. 

Pass this along! 
Brydl Contracting 

903-885-6191 Leave Message

LABORERS NEEDED
We’re Hiring!
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Administration 

for the Estate of Tommie Elaine Reeves, Deceased, were issued 
on January 6, 2020, in Cause No. 13,551, pending in the County 
Court of Wood County, Texas, to:  DEBORAH SEWARD.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o:  Kyle G. Waggoner
 Attorney at Law
 PO Box 1152
 Mineola, TX 75773

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of William Glenn Morrow, Deceased, were 
issued on December 16, 2019, in Cause No. 13,589, pending 
in the Probate Court No. 13,589, Wood County, Texas, to: 
Katherine Morrow Atkinson.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

DATED the 8th day of January, 2020.

___________________________
Lindsey Birdsong 
Attorney for Applicant 
State Bar No.:  02333615
211 E. Houston
TYLER, TX 75702
Telephone:  (903) 595-6297
Facsimile:  (903) 595-3630
E-mail:  lindsey@birdsonglaw.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice  is hereby  given  that  original  Letters  Testamentary 

for the  Estate of Landa Gaye Loranc, Deceased, were issued  
on December 9, 2019, in Cause No. 13,577 pending in the 
County Court of Wood County, Texas, to: Michael Lynn 
Autry.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner  
prescribed by law.

c/o:  Michael Lynn Autry
 1542 CR 2800
 Mineola, Texas 75773

DATED the 8th day of January, 2020.

_________________________
Bradley S. Campbell
Attorney for Michael Lynn Autry
State Bar No.: 03694040
228 W. Broad Street
Mineola, TX 75773
Telephone: (903) 569-0000
Facsimile: (903) 569-1122
E-mail: bsc@clfpc.com

BROWN From page 1

ed and the above referenced 
case is dismissed.”

In his motion Brown’s at-
torney, Douglas Parks, re-
quested the court dismiss 
the charges because of his 
Sixth Amendment rights to 
a speedy trial had been vi-
olated. In the motion Parks 
said, “The defendant al-
legedly committed the of-
fense of abuse of official ca-
pacity on or about Oct. 27, 
2015. Almost four years have 
elapsed since the indictment 
was returned. Neither de-
fendant or defense council 
has committed any act or 
omission contributing to this 
delay.”

Parks further stated in the 
motion that the post-accusa-
tion delay of eight months or 
longer has been found to be 
presumptively prejudicial. 
Further in the motion Parks 
said, “The above described 
delay is prejudicial to the 
defendant in that since com-
mencement of this action, 
the defendant has suffered 
much anxiety and concern 
regarding the outcome of 
the trial herein.”

Parks said Monday that 
Brown was glad with the 
results. “We are happy it 
was finally dismissed. Jim 
(Brown) is doing well and 
he’s glad we finally made 
some progress since it’s only 
taken four years,” Parks 
said. We are happy the state 
realized in the interest of jus-

tice that there was no offense 
here. We are pleased it was 
dismissed and sorry it took 
so long. Sheriff Brown states 
he did not violate the law 
and justice was done in dis-
missal.”

A Wood County grand 
jury had indicted Brown in 
October 2017, and he was ar-
rested Nov. 1, 2017. He post-
ed bail and was released the 
same day.

The original indictment 
came from a shooting inci-
dent in Wood County in No-
vember 2015 when two own-
ers of an oil company, John 
and Winston Forrester, were 
shot by Brown’s neighbor, 
Jerry Boone. Boone owned 
land which the Forresters 
had to cross to gain access 
to a well on Brown’s proper-
ty. Boone was later charged 
with second degree assault. 
He was found guilty and is 
serving a five-year and two-
year concurrent sentences 
in the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice.  

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1462
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By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

Political season moved 
into the candidate forum 
stage Monday with the first 
in a series of public and pri-
vate gatherings.

The Holly Lake Hawkins 
Republican Club hosted 
candidates for Wood Coun-
ty sheriff and Precinct Three 
constable.

They face off in the March 
3 primary, and should the 
four-way sheriff’s race go 
to a runoff, it would be held 
May 26.

Other notable dates are 
Feb. 3, the final day to reg-
ister to vote in the primary, 
and Feb. 18-28 for early vot-
ing.

Each race features an in-
cumbent. With Holly Lake 
Ranch being a part of Pre-
cinct Three, those candidates 
were of particular interest to 
the local residents, whose 
gated community is second 
only to Mineola in popula-
tion in Wood County.

Incumbent Gary Dixon 
and challenger John Mc-
Queen gave opening re-
marks and answered ques-
tions from the moderator as 
well as from the audience.

To a question about the 
biggest problem facing the 
“constable function,” Dixon 
said the rural nature of the 
county offers plenty of plac-
es to hide for “drug heads,” 
and patrolling on a regular 
basis to be on the look out 
for such activity can help.

McQueen said more pro-
active patrolling and assist-
ing other agencies can help 
the office “go a lot further.”

In a theme that continued 
with the sheriff candidates, 
Dixon and McQueen gave 
their take on inter-agency 
cooperation.

Dixon said he backs up 
Hawkins police and the 
sheriff’s department on a 
regular basis.

“You have to work with 
the area departments, work 
as a team,” he said.

McQueen said, “If it’s op-
erating the way it should, 
you work with all agencies.” 
They should share intel and 
all be on the same page.

More specifically, the two 
were asked how they would 
interact with the Holly Lake 
Ranch security department.

McQueen said the consta-
ble should interact with the 
security staff just as it should 

with the sheriff’s office.
Dixon said he patrols the 

area regularly and works 
with the department on cas-
es.

Each was asked what one 
thing voters should remem-
ber.

McQueen said service and 
integrity. Dixon said work-
ing with other agencies to do 
things correctly.

Three of the four sheriff’s 
candidates answered ques-
tions.

Callie Lawrence was un-
able to attend because she is 
a high school debate coach, 
and her students qualified 
for state competition in Aus-
tin.

In his introduction, Sher-
iff Tom Castoo broached a 
subject that came up later in 
questioning.

“I’ve heard we don’t play 
well together,” he said.

The sheriff noted that he 
works with agencies he 
trusts, a remark repeated lat-
er. He was challenged to an-
swer which agencies during 
his closing remarks, which 
resulted in an exchange with 
Cody Castleberry, whom 
Castloo said had interrupted 
him.

In his opening, Quitman 
Police Chief Kelly Cole said 
that there is an issue with 
agencies working together, 
and those can be worked 
out and those conditions im-
proved.

Candidate James Schaff-
ner said that communication 
and working together can 
help with fighting crime.

The three were questioned 
about a perceived culture of 
harassment, retaliation and 
intimidation in the sheriff’s 
office.

Schaffner said citizens 
should be treated with in-
tegrity, respect and fairness, 
and that his officers know 
that.

“It looks like we hurt 
somebody’s feeling,” Cas-
tloo said.

The police are seen as the 
bad guys, he said. His ad-
ministration has given the 
county professional officers, 
and they will treat citizens 
with the respect that they 
are shown.

He said on the complaints 
he has received, he has 
checked the body cam and 
dash cam footage, and he 
has not found one that bore 
out the complaints.

Cole said that behavior 
won’t be tolerated if it is tru-
ly happening. He added that 

if several complain about the 
same thing, there is some-
thing there.

Other questions included 
immigration, working with 
the Holly Lake Ranch securi-
ty department and whether 
personnel changes would be 
in order.

Castloo fielded a question 
about his friendship with 
District Judge Jeff Fletcher 
and the state judicial com-
mission requirement of 
more than an arms length 
relationship.

Castloo said he took of-
fense to the question, and 
that the two are friends who 
have lunch together and 
hunt and fish, but they do 
not discuss cases.

He chafed at the apparent 
assumption that they are do-
ing something wrong.

On a question about the 
problems stemming from 
illegal drugs in the county, 
Castloo said his department 
has taken a different tact, 
going after higher ups in the 
chain rather than spending 
county resources going after 
lower-level players.

He added to expect some 
indictments in the coming 
weeks.

Cole noted this was hap-
pening just in time for the 
election.

He said all of those in-
volved need to be taken off 
the streets, from the smallest 
players on up.

Even if that means run-
ning them out of the county, 
at least they are not around 
Wood County citizens, he 
said.

He wants to see Wood 
County known as an area 
where drug dealers do not 
want to go.

Schaffner said he wants to 
have meetings with the area 
police chiefs so all can be on 
the same page, and look into 
forming a drug task force.

He wants to add a drug 
dog, and perhaps two, and 
work more on highway in-
terdiction.

Cole concluded that the 
voters are looking for some 
change, and he can offer 
that.

Schaffner noted that all 
three had taken different 
paths in their law enforce-
ment careers, and his was 
coming from the street. He 
has a commitment to the 
community, he said.

Castloo said this is a seri-
ous election and it is about 
leadership of the largest po-
lice agency in the county.

Holly Lake Ranch hosts political forum

Wood County sheriff’s candidates, from left, James Schaffner, Kelly Cole and Tom Castloo field questions during a 
forum at Holly Lake Ranch Monday. Callie Lawrence was unable to attend. (Monitor photo by Phil Major)

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

John Ring and Jimmy 
Mathews of Buddy Watch 
Walk - Pier to Pier left Sun-
day morning after a brief 
weekend of rest in Mineola. 

U.S. Marine Vietnam vet-
eran Jim Bailey joined them 
on the next leg of their jour-
ney from Mineola VFW to 
Grand Saline. 

Mineola gave them a very 
warm welcome as they en-
tered town. Many local citi-
zens including Kenneth and 
Denise Hurst, Robert and Jae 
Horn, Judge Janae Holland, 
members of the Mineola 
VFW Post 7523, the Mineola 
American Legion, members 
of the Mineola Rotary Club 
and many more were sup-
portive of them during their 
stay in Wood County. 

The pair thanked Mineo-
la for their support at Kelly 
B’s Main Course Restaurant 
Saturday morning during a 
benefit breakfast. 

“Thank you for the sup-
port. It’s been very therapeu-
tic for me,” stated Mathews.

John Ring, a soldier in 
the 48th Infantry Brigade of 
the Georgia Army Nation-
al Guard, began walking 
from Tybee Island Pier, Ga. 
on Oct. 1 with the goal of 
walking 2,462 miles to Santa 
Monica Pier, Cal. by May 8.

The end date coincides 
with the date that Germany 
surrendered to the Amer-
icans, British and Soviets, 
marking the end of World 
War Two in the European 
theater.

Jimmy Mathews, an Army 
combat veteran who recent-
ly retired after 25 years in 

the military, joined Ring in 
Pearl, Miss. Mathews strug-
gles with PTSD after serv-
ing three combat tours and 
a peacekeeping mission in 
Bosnia.

The two are walking 
across the country to raise 
awareness of veterans’ is-
sues such as post traumatic 
stress syndrome, homeless-
ness, addiction, military sex-
ual trauma and traumatic 
brain injury that they feel 
are at the root of the veteran 
suicide epidemic. 

The suicide rate among 
veterans and military mem-
bers is averaging 22 a day. 
Since 2008, more than 60,000 
U.S. veterans have taken 
their own lives. A report 
by the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs states that 
more veterans have com-
mitted suicide between 2008 
and 2017 than died during 
the Vietnam War. 

Ring says the Pier to Pier 
walk is not really about the 
steps or the walk; it’s about 
reaching people. 

“It’s means a lot to me to 
meet so many people along 

the way and to meet with 
veterans who suffer them-
selves. I haven’t met a vet-
eran yet that said it was a 
great experience becoming 
a veteran,” declares Ring. 
He wants to encourage oth-
ers to pay attention to veter-
ans, to shake their hand, ask 
them how they’re doing and 
thank them for their service.

“We want to save as many 
lives as we can from the 
epidemic of suicide,” adds 
Mathews.

In addition to raising 
awareness through the walk, 
they are also raising mon-
ey for Buddy Watch Inc., a 
nonprofit organization in 
Midway, Ga., to build a tiny 
house community for veter-
ans. 

To date, they have 
collected $6,467 toward their 
$200,000 goal through www.
gofundme.com/buddy-
watch-walk-pier-to-pier. 

Ring and Mathews wel-
come all to join them on 
their journey to Santa Mon-
ica. Follow their progress on 
www.facebook.com/buddy-
watchwalkpiertopier. 

Walkers enjoy time in county

U.S. Marine Vietnam veteran Jim Bailey joined John Ring and Jimmy Mathews 
of Buddy Watch Walk on their walk from Mineola to Grand Saline. (Monitor 
photo by Amanda Duncan)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing has been set for 
revision on the plat of Bluff Ranch Subdivision.

The revision includes lots 20 and 21 within Bluff Ranch 
Subdivision.

The public hearing is set for Tuesday, January 28, 2020, at 
10:00 A.M. in the Commissioners Courtroom. All persons 
interested  in revision to this plat may appear at the public 
hearing with opposition should they so desire.

Lucy Hebron
Wood County Judge
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starting at
$45 forshelves
$85 for booths

109 w. broad street, mineola
johnathan jaramillio, manager

5800-379-9451

Take a piece Of history Home

Mineola Antiques
& Curiosities

booth & shelf
spaces for rent
booth & shelf
spaces for rent

Watkins Insurance
GROUPG

P.O. Box 1188 • Mineola, TX 75773
(Across From Wal-Mart)

Ph. (903) 569-5115
Fax (903) 569-5110
Texas (800) 460-5510

nwatkins@watkinsinsurancegroup.com
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Nic Watkins
Licensed Agent

Harvest Acres
Baptist Church

presents
2018 Living Legends &

5-time vocal duo of the year

January 19 @ 10:30am
1062 W. Loop 564
Mineola, Texas

TERM 2 HONOR ROLL
ALL A & 1B

6th Grade
Matthew Ballew, Ad-

dyson Blackwell, Saphyra 
Brooks, Eva Cruz-Caro, 
Maiyah Gonzalez, Josie 
Hornsby, Andres Martinez, 

Stephanie Rojas

7th Grade
Carmen Carrasco, Riley 

Jones, Myah Joyner, Bella 
Lovett, Karen Marquez, Na-
thalie Marquez, Tania Ville

8th Grade

Marco Medina, Bryson 
Myers, Zaid Palma, Alejan-
dro Reyes, Breanna Ritter, 
Jordan Saxon, Itzmalzyn Si-
mon, Richard Stanley, Yuka 
Torres, Abrianna Wesle, 
Bridgette West

Mineola Middle School Honor Roll

President/Vice-President
Donald J. Trump
Bob Ely
Bill Weld
Zoltan G. Istvan
Roque “Rocky” De La Fuente Guerra
Matthew John Matern
Joe Walsh
U. S. Senator
John Cornyn
Mark Yancey
John Anthony Castro
Dwayne Stovall
Virgil Bierschwale
U. S. Representative District 1
Johnathan Kyle Davidson
Louie Gohmert
U. S. Representative District 5
Lance Gooden
Don Hill
Railroad Commissioner
Ryan Sitton
James “Jim” Wright
Chief Justice, Supreme Court
Nathan Hecht
Justice, Supreme Court, Place 6
Jane Bland
Justice, Supreme Court, Place 7
Jeff Boyd
Justice, Supreme Court, Place 8
Brett Busby
Judge, Court Of Criminal Appeals Place 3
Gina Parker
Bert Richardson
Judge, Court Of Criminal Appeals Place 4

Kevin Patrick Yeary
Judge, Court Of Criminal Appeals Place 9
David Newell
Member, State Board Of Education, District 9
Keven M. Ellis
State Senator, District 1
Bryan Hughes
State Representative District 5
Cole Hefner
Chief Justice, 12th Court Of Appeals District
Jim Worthen
Justice, 6th Court Of Appeals District, Place 3
Ralph K. Burgess
District Judge, 402nd Judicial District
Jeff Fletcher
J. Brad McCampbell
Criminal District Attorney Wood County
Jodi Cox
Angela Albers
Sheriff
Kelly W. Cole
James Schaffner
Tom Castloo
Callie Carrell-Lawrence
County Tax Assessor-Collector
Carol Taylor
County Commissioner Precinct 1
J.R. Douglas
Keith Gilbreath
Virgil Junior Holland
County Commissioner Precinct 3
Mike Simmons
County Constable Precinct 1
Stephen Bowser
Billy Hill
County Constable Precinct 2
Kelly Smith
County Constable Precinct 3
John McQueen
Gary Dixon

The following is the official ballot order 
for the Wood County Republican Primary 
March 3 as reported by the Texas Secretary 
of State office.

The following is the official ballot order 
for the Wood County Democratic Primary 
March 3 as reported by the Texas Secretary 
of State office.

President/Vice-President
Joseph R. Biden
Elizabeth Warren
Tom Steyer
Cory Booker
Julián Castro
Pete Buttigieg
Michael R. Bloomberg
Tulsi Gabbard
Andrew Yang
Deval Patrick
Marianne Williamson
Robby Wells
Michael Bennet
Roque “Rocky” De La Fuente
John K. Delaney
Amy Klobuchar
Bernie Sanders
U. S. Senator
Adrian Ocegueda
Annie “Mamá” Garcia
Mary “Mj” Hegar
Sema Hernandez
Cristina Tzintzun Ramirez
Jack Daniel Foster Jr
Victor Hugo Harris
D. R. Hunter
Royce West
Michael Cooper
Amanda K. Edwards
Chris Bell

U. S. Representative District 1
Hank Gilbert
U. S. Representative District 5
Carolyn Salter
Railroad Commissioner
Roberto R. “Beto” Alonzo
Kelly Stone
Mark Watson
Chrysta Castañeda
Chief Justice, Supreme Court
Gerald Zimmerer
Amy Clark Meachum
Justice, Supreme Court, Place 6
Larry Praeger
Kathy Cheng
Justice, Supreme Court, Place 7
Staci Williams
Brandy Voss
Justice, Supreme Court, Place 8
Peter Kelly
Gisela D. Triana
Judge, Court Of Criminal Appeals Place 3
William Pieratt Demond
Dan Wood
Elizabeth Davis Frizell
Judge, Court Of Criminal Appeals Place 4
Steven Miears
Tina Clinton
Judge, Court Of Criminal Appeals Place 9
Brandon Birmingham
Member, State Board Of Education, District 9
Brenda Davis
State Senator, District 1
Audrey Spanko
State Representative District 5
Lawyanda Prince

March 3 primary ballot order

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

Interim Superintendent 
Randy Hancock passed the 
torch to Superintendent 
Cody Mize at the Monday 
night Mineola ISD school 
board meeting.

Hancock said this is the 
moment he has been look-
ing forward to for about 
four months. 

“When you start the pro-
cess of looking for a su-
perintendent, as a search 
consultant, there are some 
things that you simply 
ask the board to do. It’s a 
challenge when you get 45 

applicants and 80-85% of 
those people can do the job. 
The hard part is not finding 
someone who is qualified or 
that can do the duties of a 
superintendent. The issue is 
fit and finding what works 
best for Mineola ISD.”

On the night the board 
made the ultimate lone 
finalist choice, Hancock 
asked them to look at the 
heart of the candidates, 
saying, “When you see the 
heart of someone, you know 
how they’re going to treat 
kids. You know how they’re 
going to treat staff. I truly 
believe they got it right.”

Amid applause, Mize 

took his place at the MISD 
board table. 

“I’m excited to be here and 
very thankful. I appreciate 
the board very much and 
the community very much. 
I’m looking forward to a 
great 2020,” he announced.

Hancock stepped in as in-
terim superintendent after 
Kim Tunnell’s resignation 
in August. 

Mize has been serving as 
Winona ISD superintendent 
for the past three years and 
expects to start in Mineo-
la on Jan. 24. His contract, 
which carries through to 
June 2024, can be viewed on 
the MISD website. 

Interim Superintendent Hancock 
passes MISD reins to Cody Mize

Mineola ISD has accept-
ed the bid of $339,112 from 
Southwest Steel Buildings 
for the construction of a 
new maintenance building. 

Work is expected to begin 
the last week of January or 

first week of February.
Once the new mainte-

nance building is complete, 
renovation of the old main-
tenance building will begin. 
It will be converted into 
three Career and Technical 

Education shops for HVAC, 
industrial maintenance and 
industrial technology. 

The new shops are expect-
ed to be completed during 
the summer in preparation 
for the next school year.

Mineola board accepts bid for new maintenance facility

Wood County band stu-
dents auditioned for the 
Texas Music Educators As-
sociation, Association of 
Texas Small School Bands 
high school Region 4 band 
last month and will attend 
band clinics then put on 
concerts Jan. 25 at White 
Oak High School.

Earning a spot in the top 
region band, the Wind En-
semble, Quitman’s Tristan 
Cheek placed 4th chair 
percussion. Atop the bands 
for Mineola were, on B-flat 
clarinet Ellery D’Ange-

lo, 5th and Ana Cruz, 8th; 
bass-clarinet, Makayla Skin-
ner, 1st; contra-bass clarinet, 
Trinity Kolo, 1st; French 
horn, Alana Galaz, 3rd; ten-
or trombone, Megan Holt, 
1st; and on euphonium La-
nie Yager got 2nd chair.

Placing near the top and 
making the all-region Sym-
phonic Band were Quit-
man musicians Agenlina 
Rodriguez on bass clarinet, 
Rayann Roland on flute 
and Oscar Roman on B-flat 
clarinet. For Mineola, sym-
phonic players include Ali 

Gonzalez on oboe; B-flat 
clarinetists Emily Phons-
nasinh, Oliva Toleda, Rae 
Pendelton and Laurin Dun-
can; Esme Estrada on bass 
clarinet; Riley Woodard on 
tenor sax; Gabbie Wolf on 
tenor trombone; and per-
cussionist Valerie Garcia.

Alternates include Whit-
ney Woodruff on eupho-
nium, saxophonist Taylor 
Ihlenfeldt, and percussion-
ist Bianca Delgadillo, who 
will join the bands if other 
students are unable to at-
tend.

High schoolers earn places in all-region bands

Sell your stuff 
with an ad in the 

classifieds.

just say something, I think 
it’s a great idea to have 
a chart; there are a lot of 
counties who do have that. 
The sad part is I haven’t had 
a lot of time to look at this. 
I know the other 20 elected 
officials probably have not 
had the benefit of looking at 
this. I don’t know. Did our 
county clerk get a chance to 
look at this, did the district 
clerk look at it, did the dis-
trict judge look at it, did the 
sheriff look at it, and did le-
gal look at it?”

“Legal has looked at it 
and approved it,” Gaskill 
responded.

Hebron reacted quickly. 
“I would like to talk about 
this more, probably in a 
workshop. In the meantime, 
I think it would be a pru-
dent idea to circulate this 
among the different depart-
ment heads. I don’t think 
we had enough input from 
the other elected officials. 
Are we also thinking does 
each department have its 

own work chart underneath 
them? I would request there 
be some discussion on this. 
I just saw this after Com-
missioner Gaskill put it on 
the agenda. I would think 
as a courtesy to your other 
elected officials, you would 
solicit their input on it. This 
has got some misspellings 
on it and I honestly would 
not vote to approve this.”

County Clerk Kelley 
Price gave her opinion. “It 
doesn’t take me long to look 
at it and see it is inform-
ing the public who these 
departments answer to. It 
doesn’t have anything to do 
with our job duties or what 
we do. As I am looking at it 
right now, this tells me that 
elections, the veteran’s of-
fice, indigent health, all of 
these departments answer 
to commissioner’s court. 
That’s always been a giv-
en,” Price observed. “Just as 
Commissioner Gaskill said, 
through time it has been 
given to ‘hey, can you take 
this on?’ But ultimately this 
is the way it’s always been.”

Gaskill then made the 
motion and Virgil Holland 

made the second. The com-
missioners voted 4-0 for ap-
proval.

Hebron voted against ap-
proval. “I have one nay and 
I voice my opposition on 
the grounds I already stated 
that as a courtesy to other 
elected officials, I think they 
should at least comment 
on this. As far as I am con-
cerned, I have not vetted 
this, I haven’t had a chance 
to study it and when you 
are obligating these officials 
to this hierarchy and struc-
ture I think it’s inappropri-
ate and it’s unprofessional.” 

Gaskill further respond-
ed, ”Actually you don’t 
have a vote. You only have 
a tie-breaker.”

“I respectfully disagree 
with you. That may be 
how it has been done in 
the past, but I’m a mem-
ber of the commissioner’s 
court and I have a right to 
cast a vote,” Hebron stat-
ed. “Just because previous 
county judges have done 
so, doesn’t mean I’m going 
to abdicate my authority to 
cast a vote. I’ll let the record 
reflect it was 4 to 1.”

COUNTY From page 1
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5700 Local and Intermediate Sources
5800 State Program Revenues
5900 Federal Program Revenues

5020 Total Revenues

EXPENDITURES
Current:

0011 Instruction
0012 Instructional Resources and Media Services
0013 Curriculum and Staff Development
0021 Instructional Leadership
0023 School Leadership
0031 Guidance, Counseling and Evaluation Services
0033 Health Services
0034 Student (Pupil) Transportation
0035 Food Services
0036 Cocurricular/Extracurricular Activities
0041 General Administration
0051 Plant Maintenance and Operations
0052 Security and Monitoring Service
0053 Data Processing Services
0071 Principal on Long-term Debt
0072 Interest on Long-term Debt
0073 Debt Issuance Cost and Fees
0081 Capital Outlay
0093 Payments for Shared Service Arrangements
0099 Other Intergovernmental Charges

6030 Total Expenditures

1100 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over Expenditures

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
7915 Transfers In
8911 Transfers Out

7080 Net Other Financing Sources (Uses)

1200 Net Changes in Fund Balances

0100 Fund Balances - Beginning (September 1)

3000 Fund Balances - Ending (August 31)

REVENUES

QUITMAN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES

IN FUND BALANCES — GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2019

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

When Alba-Golden se-
nior post Jacob Dailey is the 
leading scorer for the Pan-
thers, everyone knows the 
Panthers had a great game. 
Dailey tallied 21 points and 
fellow post Boedy Baker 
chipped in 14, as Alba-Gold-
en dominated the Lone Oak 
Buffaloes 65-41 Saturday af-
ternoon. 

Inside scoring and of-
fensive rebounding are 
strengths of the Panthers’ 
squad. Those two factors are 
excellent indicators on their 
state of play, regardless of 
opponent. Dailey and Baker 
controlled the paint against 
the Buffaloes. In addition 
to combining for 35 points, 
their strong inside game 
complimented the slashing 
drives of Jon-Michael Chad-
wick, who finished with 15 
points. 

Alba-Golden used 
high-energy pressure to 
quickly take the early lead. 
The Panthers managed 19 
points in the first quarter 

and scored in practically all 
ways possible: off the press, 
offensive put-backs, set 
plays, baseline drives, short 
jumpers and one Hayden 
Weissert 3-pointer. 

The pressure continued 
in the second quarter. Al-
ba-Golden did most of the 
scoring inside. Baker also 
had two beautiful assists, 
one to Will Hartin and one 
to Dailey, on consecutive 
trips down the court. At the 
half the score stood 34-14. 

The Panthers were not 
about to let the Buffaloes 
back in the game. The third 
period was a showcase for 
Alba-Golden as they out-
scored the visitors 23-9. Mid-
way through the quarter, 
Dailey scored on a very nice 
left-handed pivot move.

With the game decided, 
the fourth quarter devolved 
into a lot of meaningless 
end-to-end action. The Pan-
thers secured an excellent 
win. They minimized errors, 
played strong team ball, and 
were able to capitalize on 
opportunities as they arose. 
It was a quality win. 

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

In a lengthy, foul-plagued 
game, the Lone Oak Lady 
Buffaloes visited Alba-Gold-
en and bested the Lady Pan-
thers 55-44 Saturday. The 
Lady Panthers could not 
evade the referees’ whistles 
and gave the visitors bonus 
free throw shots by the sec-
ond quarter.

Three Lady Panthers 
fouled out on the day. While 
the whistles were equal in 
the first half, in the second 
half Lone Oak was able to 
curb their fouling, while the 
Lady Panthers struggled to 
refrain from fouling.

In addition to gifting the 
visitors a significant number 
of free throws, the Lady Pan-
thers had difficulty knock-
ing down open shots. The 
open looks were there for the 
taking, but it was a frustrat-
ing day for the Alba-Gold-
en shooters. Sometimes the 
shots just do not fall.

Scores from Hannah 
Wright, Crimson Bryant, 
Kallie Wright and Bella 
Crawford built a 9-6 lead. 
Lone Oak went on a 6-point 
run to close the quarter up 
12-9.  Four of those six points 

were from the free throw 
line. 

Just before the quarter 
break, Kallie Wright ripped 
down an offensive rebound 
and was fouled. Crawford 
rebounded the errant foul 
shot, but the home side could 
not score in the last seconds. 
In a haltingly-played second 
quarter, Lone Oak took a 24-
20 lead into halftime. 

A much cleaner third 
quarter saw the Lady Pan-
thers close to within two 
points. Jordin Barnhart hit a 
3-pointer to make the score 
28-26 with 4:00 in the third 
quarter. It was the high-wa-
ter mark for the Lady Pan-
thers. 

The Lady Buffaloes closed 
out the third period on a 
13-4 run and established the 
winning margin. Nine of 
Lone Oak’s 14 fourth-period 
points came off foul shots.  

The frustration of inces-
sant fouling began to affect 
the mindset of the home side 
as the game wore on. How-
ever, the loss should not 
mask the facts that the Lady 
Panthers generated a large 
number of open shots, and 
seven Lady Panthers scored. 
The methodology of defend-
ing will be addressed, and 

the shots will begin to fall. 
There will certainly be better 

shooting and better defend-
ing days to come.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Quitman Lady Bull-
dogs faced off against their 
second top 20 team in a 
week and fell to the Rains 
Lady Cats 61-22 on the road 
Saturday. The game was 
played on Saturday due to 
incoming inclement weather  
Friday evening.

Rains opened the game 
with a 7-0 run and never 
looked back. The first quar-
ter score ended with the 
Lady Cats up 12-3. The sec-
ond quarter was much the 
same as the first with Rains 
having a 12-5 advantage 
to lead 24-8 at the half. The 
Rains defense hounded the 
Lady Bulldogs the entire 
game causing numerous 
turnovers and hurried shots.

The Rains defense really 
went to work in the third 
quarter holding Quitman 
without a field goal and only 
two free throws by Maddy 
Whitehurst. Rains had 21 
third quarter points. Senior 

Whitehurst was the Quit-
man offense as she scored 16 
points with Ava Burroughs 
adding four and Julia Simp-
kins two.

Quitman played a much 
better final quarter scoring 
12 points, but Rains added 
16.

“We played two top 20 
teams in the state this week, 
and it showed. I thought we 
started well against Edge-
wood earlier this week, but 
I was disappointed how we 
finished,” Head Coach Blake 
Hamrick said. “I thought 
against Rains we started 
slow and finished strong. It’s 
tough when teams force you 
to do things you’re uncom-
fortable with but have to fig-
ure out a way to overcome 
that. We have a long way to 
go and it showed in our play 
this week.”

The Lady Bulldogs took 
on Alba-Golden Tuesday 
night followed by a road 
tilt against another ranked 
team, Mineola, who is unde-
feated in district action.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

After a close first half, 
Edgewood varsity boys 
pulled away in the second 
half to put away Quitman 
with a 72-56 win in District 
12-3A play last Tuesday at 
Ballard Gym.

In the first quarter neither 
team was able to get more 
than a three-point lead, an 
Edgewood 5-2 advantage 
early. Ryle Flanagan had a 
put back on a missed Bull-
dog shot and added a free 
throw with 4:30 left in the 
quarter to make it 5-5. 

Quitman gained a 9-7 lead 
on an Aiden Corrior bucket, 
but Edgewood came right 
back to knot the score at 9-9. 
Quitman’s Jace Reid hit a 
pair of free throws to make 
it an 11-9 lead. Edgewood 
came back to take a 13-12 
lead, but again Reid hit a 
pair of charity tosses to make 
it 14-13 for Quitman. A free 
throw by Edgewood made it 

14-14 after one quarter.
Quitman darted out to a 

23-18 lead on a pair of free 
throws by Ford Tannebaum 
followed by two more from 
the charity stripe by Reid to 
make it 25-19. Edgewood 
came back to take a 27-26 
lead. Edgewood had a 32-
31 lead as time in the half 
was winding down when 
Trey Berry made a steal and 
passed to Flanagan who hit 
a lay-up at the buzzer giving 
Quitman a 33-32 lead at the 
half.

Edgewood came out in the 
second half to gain a 22-14 
third quarter edge for a 54-
47 lead going into the final 
quarter. Quitman fought 
back gamely in the final pe-
riod but could not gain any 
ground as Edgewood took 
the game 72-56.

Reid led Quitman with 25 
points followed by Berry 
with 10 and Flanagan nine.  

The loss drops Quitman to 
1-1 in district action and 11-
10 for the year. 

Quitman’s Julia Simpkins (22) drives the ball against Rains in Saturday’s dis-
trict contest. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Ben Burroughs (21) comes down hard with a rebound as teammate Jace Reid 
(33) closes in to help out. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Lady Bulldogs fall to Rains

Fouls contribute to Lady Panthers’ loss

Edgewood pulls away from Quitman in second half of district test

Lady Panther Bella Crawford drives toward a seam in the Lone Oak defense. 
(Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Senior post Jacob Dailey’s strong inside play led the Panthers to a win against 
Lone Oak. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

1st place at 13 under par:
Jimmy Smartt, J.D.Rob-

bins, Mike Casselman, Jon 
Tanner

2nd place at 10 under par:
Bill Lochow, Howard 

Hanks, Stoney Burke, Paul 
Ransberger

Mineola Country Club Thursday senior golf scramble winners

Alba-Golden post 
play helps Panthers 
grab 65-41 victory



By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Times are changing. The 
quickest way to fill up a 
gymnasium in East Texas to-
day is to stage a powerlifting 
meet. Lifters from 17 area 
schools competed at Lindale 
High School Saturday in one 
of the first meets of the sea-
son. The gym was packed. 

For the Mineola Yel-
lowjackets and Quitman 
Bulldogs, the sport is ex-
periencing rapid growth. 
The Bulldogs competed at 
Sulphur Springs Saturday 

while the Yellowjackets were 
in Lindale. Quitman will be 
hosting a meet on Saturday, 
Jan. 25, where both schools 
will compete.

Mineola powerlifting 
coach Derek Smith lauded 
the young athletes who lift-
ed at the Lindale meet. It 
was the inaugural meet for 
most of his 14 athletes.

“They competed great, and 
I was very pleased with the 
effort and fight they all ex-
hibited,” he said. The three 
veteran powerlifters, Kaitlin 
Burrell, Kejuan Fite and Izzy 
Tresca, opened the season 

with better total scores than 
with what they finished last 
year, explained Smith.  

Fite and Tresca each placed 
third in their respective 
weight classes. They were 
the highest finishers from 
the young Mineola team.

The students who lifted at 
Lindale were Jackson An-
derson, Kaleb Barton, Adam 
Blalock, Moraylle Brumsey, 
Kaitlin Burrell, Dawson El-
more, Kejuan Fite, Kobe 
Kendrick, Joseph Martinez, 
Renard Mateo, Trevion 
Sneed, Izzy Tresca, Hayden 
Wages and Hunter Wright.

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Yellowjacket  freshman T.J. 
Moreland came out with a 
hot hand to stoke Mineo-
la’s 66-39 win over neigh-
boring Alba-Golden last 
Tuesday.  Moreland, who 
finished with 19 points, hit 
four 3-point shots in the 
first quarter to give the Yel-
lowjackets an early cushion 
against the Panthers.

The tempo and physicality 
of the game was established 
in the opening sequence. 
The Panthers won the tip 
and their senior playmak-
er Jon-Michael Chadwick 
found room down the lane. 

Mineola’s Dawson Pend-
ergrass rose up and emphat-
ically rejected his lay-up at-
tempt.   

The end-to-end play and 
physical contact continued 
for the first three posses-
sions as the referees had 
swallowed their whistles. 
Luckily, foul boundaries 
were re-established or the 
game could have gotten 
ill-tempered.

Mineola opened a 13-point 
lead at the quarter break. 
The Yellowjacket press and 
breaks off of defensive re-
bounds provided ample 
scoring opportunities. 

Alba-Golden made a 
strong run in the second 
quarter behind scoring 
drives by Chadwick, a 
breakaway by Boedy Baker 
and a jumper from Hayden 
Weissert, but they could not 
close within nine points. At 
the half Mineola had extend-
ed the lead to 41-25.

Yellowjacket Jonah Fischer 
took charge in the late sec-
ond quarter and early in the 
third to rack up most of his 
16 points, while Kelby Brun-
er had by far his best night 
of the season with 18 points. 

Coach Ryan Steadman ro-
tated all nine players into the 
game, and the fresh legs kept 
the Jackets scoring with-
out pause. Andrew Stinch-
field contributed a beautiful 
3-point score early in the 
game. As always Kaleb Grif-
fin contributed with strong 
play under the basket. 

For Alba-Golden, Chad-
wick’s efforts to reach the 
basket were a joy to watch 
as he often found seams in 
the Mineola defense which 
were not really there. He fin-
ished with 17 points. When 
the Panthers could get the 
ball inside, they were able to 

capitalize on the strong play 
around the basket.

Every game has moments 
of basketball beauty. Last 
Tuesday, it was Pendergrass 
who provided them. The 
first came on the initial pos-
session of the second quar-
ter, when he skied to pull 
down back-to-back offen-
sive rebounds. 

The second occurred on 
the opening possession of 
the final quarter. Fischer 
took an inbound pass at the 
top of the key on a set play. 
He arched a perfect pass to 
Pendergrass above the rim 
for a highlight reel alley-oop.

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Lady Jacket star Sabria 
Dean tallied 31 points in a 
lopsided 70-22 win over the 
visiting Alba-Golden Lady 
Panthers last Tuesday, ex-
ceeding 2,000 career points 
for the Lady Jackets. The 
achievement also placed her 
at number 50 of the all-time 
Texas high school girls bas-
ketball scorers. 

Dean humbly praised her 
teammates after post-game 
recognition by the Min-
eola coaching staff. “My 
teammates are everything, 
I can do nothing without 
my team,” she commented. 
Dean admitted all the work-
outs and time at the gym 
were paying off now. She re-
cently accepted a full schol-
arship to play basketball for 
Lamar University.  

The win against Al-
ba-Golden was prototypi-
cal Lady Jackets basketball. 
Score and pressure, score 
and double the pressure. A 
torrent of scoring was fed by 
the relentless Mineola full 
court press.

The Lady Jackets press 
creates a domino effect with 
opposing teams. One turn-
over and score increases 
the pressure at the next in-
bound, and should the press 
be effective a second time, 
opposing teams begin to 
question the techniques they 
have practiced to break the 
press. Once that confidence 
is shaken, the press becomes 
a feeding frenzy.

It wasn’t all breakaway 

scoring for the Lady Jackets. 
Dean, Meghan Brewington 
and Cyndi Butler combined 
for seven 3-pointers on the 
night. 

Down by 14 points after 
one quarter of play, the Lady 
Panthers were victimized by 
the Mineola press in the sec-
ond quarter. Three succes-
sive turnovers at the quar-
ter’s onset unleashed a jet 
stream of scoring. The game 

was out of hand by half time. 
Dean sat in the fourth quar-
ter. Tellingly, Alba-Golden 
outscored Mineola 6-1 in the 
final period.    

For the Lady Panthers, it 
was a sobering loss; howev-
er, there are always bright 
spots. The spirited play of 
Autumn Whitten was par-
ticularly notable, as she put 
in hard, quality minutes of 
play.

Surrounded by family and 
teammates, Mineola senior 
Izzy Tresca was awarded a 
combined Dean’s Scholar-
ship and Dual Credit Schol-
arship for higher education 
at LeTourneau University 
last Friday.

Tresca committed to play-
ing softball for the LeTour-
neau Yellowjackets after 
a stellar career at Mineola 

High School. 
Mineola softball coach 

Taelor Cheshier spoke ear-
nestly about her former 
catcher. “I am so proud of 
Izzy for all her hard work 
not only on the softball field, 
but also in the classroom 
and community,” Cheshier 
remarked. She praised Tres-
ca’s leadership, dedication, 
and integrity. “She is so de-

serving of this opportunity 
to continue her softball ca-
reer,” Cheshire continued.

Tresca has been a stal-
wart of consistency behind 
the plate for the Lady Jack-
ets. Her excellent talent as a 
catcher and power in the bat-
ter’s box shaped the nature 
of the Lady Jackets success 
on the softball diamond.       

Jonah Fischer, 3, of Mineola scores on Boedy Baker, 33, of Alba-Golden in last 
week’s district contest. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Tahjae Black, 23, of Mineola and Crimson Bryant, 1, tip off as the two neigh-
bors squared off in a district basketball game. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)
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Jackets handle Alba-Golden Lady Jackets
sprint past
Lady Panthers
for district win

Izzy Tresca is seated between her mother and father, Sarah and Mike Tresca, and joined by her brother Anthony, as she 
accepts an offer to play softball for Letourneau University. (Courtesy photo)

Tresca taking softball skills to play at LeTourneau

Kobe Kendrick is totally focused on the bar during a lift Saturday in Lindale. He finished sixth in the 198-pound class. 
(Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Two Mineola lifters take third

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

A 16-7 second quarter run 
by Rains sparked the Wild-
cats on their way to a 61-39 
district basketball victory 
over Quitman varsity boys 
Saturday afternoon in Emo-
ry.

The teams played even in 
the first quarter with Quit-
man’s Jace Reid scoring nine 
of the Bulldogs’ 11 points. 
Chris Chabaud muscled his 
way through the lane for 
Quitman’s other score. After 
a Reid bucket tied the game 
at 9-9, the Wildcats hit a 
three point shot leaving the 
score 12-11 after one quarter.

Rains employed a 
three-quarter length press 
starting in the second quar-
ter, forcing Quitman into 
several mistakes. With Rains 
leading, Quitman’s Trey 
Berry stole the ball and raced 
the length of the floor to hit 

a lay-up, cutting the lead to 
16-14. The Wildcats finished 
the first half on a 10-4 run to 
go up 28-18.

It was the third quarter 
when the Wildcats got hot 
and the Bulldogs went cold. 
The Wildcats scored 20 
points to just eight for Quit-
man to take a commanding 
48-26 lead going into the fi-
nal period.

The teams traded buckets 
in the fourth quarter and the 
Wildcats sewed it up in the 
61-39 win. 

Reid led Quitman scor-
ing with 22 points, adding 
seven rebounds and three 
assists. Rylie Flanagan had 
six points and five rebounds 
while Chabaud added four 
points. Berry, River Chaney 
and Trey Berry had two 
each and Aiden Corrior one 
point. Corrior also had four 
rebounds and four assists.

The Bulldogs will try to re-
group. They took on county 

rival Alba-Golden Tuesday 
and travel to Mineola to take 
on the state-ranked Yellow-
jackets Friday night.

Quitman’s Jace Reid (33) scores on a 
driving lay-up as Rylie Flanagan (24) 
looks to rebound. (Monitor photo by 
Larry Tucker)

Rains too much for Bulldogs


